
















































































































Comrades,

We expect that the 20th Pancyprian Congress of EDON, which takes place on January 
8th and 9th, in Nicosia, will be a milestone in the history of the Organization. Through 
the lively, honest and in-depth discussion before and during the conference, we look 
forward to transforming it, into another milestone in strengthening our organization, 
into its long-honoured history.

The document you are holding in your hands is the result of the collective work of the 
governing bodies of EDON and came after intense reflection and open free dialogue on 
all issues that concern the new generation, but also the Organization.

We want this reflection, for the Positions of the 20th Pancyprian Congress of EDON, to 
become the property of every member of the Organization. At the same time we want to 
embrace a wider layer of the youth, beyond and outside our lines, creating channels of 
two-way communication with EDON.

Through the document, we tackle almost all the modern challenges of our time, we 
analyze in the light of our Marxist-Leninist ideology the developments, we record our 
positions, we list our proposals for today and tomorrow. With a self-critical eye and with 
an evolutionary disposition, we proceed to findings for the intervention and the action 
of EDON, drawing conclusions for the continuation and advancing of our positions and 
struggles.

We believe that the continuous live contact of EDON with the youth, allows us to respond 
to the concerns, needs, searches, concerns and visions of each young man and woman. 
We do not claim to be infallible, nor do we ignore our shortcomings and weaknesses.
After all, it is for what we seek before the conference, but also at the Conference itself, 
to expand the channels of contact with the youth, but also to turn the 20th Pancyprian 
Conference of EDON into a real forum for dialogue.

With the same determination and sincerity that we propose our positions, and at the 
same time we have our doors open for any young person who wants to enter the strug-
gle. We have the faith and the belief that we have sided with the right side of history, 
serving humankind and its needs.

We continue to use this dialogue, stronger and more capable, to fight for liberation and 
reunification, for the rights of the youth but also for the building of a qualitatively superior 
society. The society of democracy, freedom, social justice, equality, solidarity, socialism.



CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER 2

CHAPTER 3

The world around the Left 

The modern Cypriot reality

Youth Movement and the proposals of EDON

i. The International Reality
ii. The Left in the Modern World

4

4
6

7

7

9

11

11

12

16
18
19
20
23
24
25
26
27
27
28
29

i. The Cyprus problem 
ii.Socio-Economic Conditions in Cyprus 

i. The characteristics of the Cypriot Youth, its social activism  
and its guidance for collective assertion and struggle
ii. Primary - Secondary Education and the Student
Movement - PSEM
iii. Higher Education and the Student Movement - POFEN
iv. Military service with rights
v. Struggle for Merit and the Fight against Corruption
vi. Young workers and the youth movement
vii. The Cyprus Youth Organization - SYNK - NGO
viii. Culture
ix. Sports
x. Holidays
xi. Public Health
xii. Addictions 
xiii. Juvenile Delinquency
xiv. Environment

CONTENTS



CHAPTER 4
EDON

4

4
6

7

7

9

34

34
36

37
37
39
40
41
41
42
43
43
44
45
46

11

11

12

16
18
19
20
23
24
25
26
27
27
28
29

i. The Icon of the EDONite Building
ii. The Importance of EDON Membership
iii. Pancyprian Young Pioneers Movement
iv. The Student Department of EDON
v. The Student Department of EDON
vi. The Department of Young Employees
vii. Festival Movement - Pancyprian Festival of Youth and Students
viii. Our wide activity
ix. The Associations of the Popular Movement
x. The Educational - Ideological Work in EDON
xi. EDON International Relations
xii. The Expressive Instrument of EDON: the Newspaper “NEOΛAIA”
xiii. The camp of EDON
xiv. The institution of the Band of EDON

xv. Youth in the fight against racism and discrimination
xvi. Youth and Local Government
xvii. The Young Women
xviii. Youth and the Internet

30

31
32
33



4

CHAPTER 1
The world around the Left

i. The International Reality

Our conference is taking place while the crisis that manifested itself with the appearance of the COVID-19 pan-
demic is still unfolding. The pandemic came to demonstrate once again the nakedness of the system and its 
inability to meet the modern needs of the peoples. Starting with the weakness of health systems and then extend-
ing to the whole spectrum of society, capitalism proved the tragic effects of the overthrow of welfare states, built 
under the pressure of the labor movement and the existence of socialist states in previous decades.

The prioritization of profits over human lives, the inability to coordinate energy on the basis of central planning, 
and in many cases the crude and unscientific manipulations of bourgeois governments, have allowed a health 
crisis to rush into the economy. At the same time, the WHO showed oligarchy, especially in the early stages of the 
pandemic. The weak recovery that began to emerge after the long recession of the previous economic crisis, was 
crushed under the weight of traffic bans, market reshuffles and the pressure of international trade. As a result, 
class antagonisms intensified again and a new cycle of attacks on the workers’ and people’s acquis began.

At the same time, during the Covid-19 pandemic, and under the veil of silence from most major international 
media, we experienced the intensification of political and military interventions and wars.

Imperialism today

The previous economic crisis led to a reshuffle among the imperialists, a process that seems to be reviving with 
the developments that followed the pandemic. Traditional alliances have been challenged and new ones have 
been formed, while the general momentum of the international political reality leads to greater militarization, to 
more violent and warlike outbursts.

In these reshuffles, where the rise of countries such as China, India and Russia, as well as the rest of the BRICS 
countries (Brazil, South Africa), new tensions are sparked in the economic-political and military aggression by the 
US-NATO-EU, in order to defend their hegemony in the imperialist “New Order of Things”. Both Russia and China 
are participating in the new arms race, as well as regional powers, while smaller countries are being dragged 
along due to the increased dangers they feel. NATO is intensifying its action, now defining China - beyond the 
Russian Federation - as a threat to the Alliance. The vital space, which is arbitrarily claimed by NATO, spreads 
from Eastern Europe to the Russian Federation, to the south of the Mediterranean, to the Arab countries, but also 
to South America.

At the same time, an unprecedented militarization of the EU continues. but also of the planet and international 
relations as a whole. The UN is driven and sidelined, international law is violated and the “law” of the powerful 
by fire and iron is enforced. Principles such as non-interference in the internal affairs of independent states, the 
principle of inviolability of borders, respect for territorial integrity and the prohibition of the use of force are con-
stantly violated and have been replaced by the arbitrariness of imperialist interventions.

At the heart of imperialist rivalry, at present, is the attempt to control energy sources and pipelines, sea lanes and 
markets. The wider area of the south-eastern Mediterranean is of great interest, due to its geostrategic location, 
the control of energy and trade routes, as well as the concentration of large energy deposits, in an area that has 
historically been in a state of instability.

The entire Middle East has been suffering for years from interventions by both the United States and its allies to 
control the region’s strategic importance, as well as its energy resources. Imperialist interventions in Afghani-
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stan, Iraq, and Libya, turning Syrian territory into a battleground for proxies, and equipping Islamist groups to 
impose pro-US regimes have completely destabilized the region, causing massive conflicts and a refugee crisis.  
The situation prevailing in Afghanistan in recent months confirms in the loudest terms the disastrous conse-
quences of imperialist interventions in these countries. The creation of “constructive chaos” has cost thousands of 
lives, has destroyed the economy and state structures of countries such as Yemen, against which an undeclared 
war is being waged by Saudi Arabia. The results of the so-called “Arab Spring” were painful for the people, as the 
rise of extremist and obscurantist movements followed.

These developments have also affected the struggle of the Palestinian people, displacing the problem from its 
central position. The daily crimes committed by the state of Israel against the Palestinians and the impunity of 
the international community against it, the occupation by the expansion of settlements, the recognition by the 
US of Jerusalem as the indivisible capital of Israel, the transfer of the US embassy of  Israel there, and Israeli 
sovereignty in the Golan Heights, aim to make a two-state solution impossible. The US-Israeli “Agreement of the 
Century” paved the way for the Israeli government to proceed with plans to annex occupied Palestinian territories. 
If Israel proceeds with the illegal plans, there could be serious unrest and repercussions throughout the region 
while undermining the prospect of finding a political solution based on international law.

In Eastern Europe, NATO continues to expand and strengthen its military presence with a focus on the Baltic and 
with the increased involvement of NATO partners in the NATO budget. Redrawing borders and the creation/recog-
nition of new protectorate states (eg the case of Kosovo) remains a popular tactic, in violation of international law, 
the UN Charter, and the sovereignty of independent states. At the same time, destabilization efforts continue with 
the instigation of nationalism-chauvinism, internal unrest, separatist movements or even civil wars.

Anti-communism is institutionalized and crowned with the unscientific theory of the two extremes, an attempt 
is made to equate fascism with communism and an attempt is made to impose the falsification and revision of 
modern world history. Especially in the EU, it has now become the dominant narrative on which the so-called 
common history is built. Now, in addition to identifying the alleged crimes of the communists with those of the 
Nazis, many official documents seek the punishment of the communists who remain unpunished to this day, 
implying that Nazism paid for its crimes by atoning for it. Neo-Nazi organizations and particularly in Europe, and 
in some countries they gain strong parliamentary representation and/or participate in government. These forces 
are the offspring of the system and appear very strongly in the imperialist stage of the development of capitalism. 
Despite being presented as anti-systemic, they act and defend the interests of the big capital, which takes care 
to use them to terrorize the popular masses. At the same time, communist, progressive, and anti-fascist parties, 
organizations, and movements are being criminalized and persecuted.

A full-scale offensive against progressive-anti-imperialist governments and forces is under way in Latin Amer-
ica. Until recently, US interventions in South America were limited to political and constitutional coups (as in 
Brazil), but have now returned to the methods of bloody interventions and military coups, taking advantage of the 
international focus on the pandemic. In addition to US direct intervention, there are significant processes within 
countries that have traditionally supported the efforts of Imperialism, such as Peru and Colombia.

Cuba remains a beacon of struggle for socialism and freedom, the dignity of its people, while offering its practical 
solidarity to a large number of countries. The Cuban solidarity and support campaign and the demand for the lift-
ing of the criminal blockade have taken on new dimensions and are supported by wider forces, mainly in Europe, 
as a result of Cuba’s solidarity response with the deployment of medical teams during the pandemic. However, 
the US is intensifying its efforts to intervene on the island of the revolution, recruiting local reactionary forces, 
mafia circles and counter-revolutionaries, who are eager to create a false image of internal instability.

EDON proposes even more strongly its position for the dissolution of NATO and its branches and the defence of 
International Law. It supports the struggle of the peoples of the world and the youth who are fighting for the su-
premacy of lasting peace against war, occupation and fascism. It stands in solidarity with the communist parties 
and organizations that are currently being persecuted.

CHAPTER 1
The world around the Left

Theses of the Central Council of  EDON 
for the 20th Pancyprian Congress
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CHAPTER 1
The world around the Left

Theses of the Central Council of  EDON 
for the 20th Pancyprian Congress

The European Union

The European Union is strengthening its character as a promoted body of capitalist integration. On this basis, pro-
cesses take place that deepen the integration of the EU. in a course where the sovereignty of states and peoples is 
dramatically reduced and transferred to the reactionary level of the EU. At the same time, the EU’s leading states, 
amid opposition and alliances, are playing an increasingly important role in enforcing their policies.

The EU is leading the way in further institutionalizing neoliberalism by implementing policies that weaken the 
social role of the state, strengthen the ground for attacks on labor rights and public wealth, strengthen the specu-
lation of multinationals and monopolies, and widen the gap between the ultarich the rich and the poor.

At the level of foreign policy, the EU is increasingly linked to NATO objectives (see PESCO - Permanent Structured 
Cooperation on Security and Defense). Billions of euros from the budget of the EU and the Member States are 
given to armament programs and military missions, to strengthen the “preventive wars”. At the same time, in-
terventions in the interior of other countries, especially in the Middle East, continue unabated and together with 
NATO are the culprits for the creation of the huge refugee flow in recent years while the EU closes its doors and 
strengthens its repressive mechanisms.

As EDON we will continue to propose our own perception towards the EU. declaring that our critique has nothing 
to do with the populist Euroscepticism of the far right, which is a purely systemic element. EDON emphasizes 
the need to reverse the correlations of political and social forces in Europe. It believes in the strength and fight-
ing traditions of the peoples of Europe who can and must fight for a Europe of peoples, workers, solidarity, social 
justice and peace, not monopolies.

ii. The Left in the Modern World

The Left with the retreat of the Communist Movement, after the overthrow and dissolution of the community of 
socialist states, is even more heterogeneous without the required ideological cohesion. In conditions of deepening 
the contradictions of the system, the unity of the international movement on a class and anti-imperialist basis is 
as necessary as ever.

The struggles of the Left can only be linked to the prospect of building a qualitatively superior society, the social-
ist one. An exploitative society based on justice and solidarity, which will put humans and their real needs at the 
centre, creating the conditions for the development of his material and spiritual potential.

The communist movement can and must gather strong popular support, mobilizing its lines and making good use 
of the possibilities of alliances with wider progressive movements. Together with the workers and the people, to 
maintain and strengthen the prospect of social transformation, while submitting proposals that meet the needs of 
the people and shield the workers from capitalist exploitation and imperialist aggression.

The communist movement today has to oppose both the emerging neo-Nazi-neo-fascist forces and the forces of 
opportunism. It is called upon to further strengthen the struggles of the world peace movement for peace, demili-
tarization, disarmament and denuclearization. To defend international law against the unilateral decisions of the 
imperialists. To strengthen international solidarity with the peoples being tested. To raise even more strongly the 
need for the dissolution of NATO and any other war-torn organization. To star in the fight against climate change 
and to protect the environment sacrificed on the altar of profit and capitalist profitability.

The need for further cooperation between the communist, progressive organizations and the anti-imperialist 
movement internationally is necessary and must be improved. Coordination of action and joint initiatives, where 
possible, based on respect for the independence of each organization are useful tools in this endeavour. The 
World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) should remain at the forefront of this struggle.

ii. Η Αριστερά στον Σύγχρονο Κόσμο
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CHAPTER 2
The modern Cypriot reality

i. The Cyprus problem

The Cyprus issue is an international problem of invasion, occupation, settlement, foreign interventions and blatant 
violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Cyprus. It was and remains the result of im-
perialist intrigues. It is a violation of the human rights and civil liberties of the entire Cypriot people. It is a matter 
of national clarification imposed by force of arms. The Cyprus issue, in addition to the international aspect, has its 
internal aspect which consists in the deterioration of the relations between the two communities, nationalism-
chauvinism and the fact that for 47 years the two communities have been living separately.

The struggle of our people for liberation and reunification is taking place in a difficult geopolitical environment of 
sharpening imperialist aggression. An environment which leads to the predominance of the law of the strong to 
the detriment of international law, with the result that the interests of the peoples are affected. The perpetuation of 
the problem is not at all irrelevant to modern competition in the wider region for geopolitical and economic control 
and for securing access to energy resources.

The main culprit for the perpetuation of the Cyprus problem is Turkey and its intransigence, which has been 
continuing the crime against the Cypriot people for 47 years. Turkey continues to openly violate the independence 
and territorial integrity of the Republic of Cyprus, violating basic principles of international law, the UN Charter, 
piles of resolutions and decisions, the principles and values of the European Union, insisting on its unwavering 
stand. However, a portion of the international community, led by the American-British, tolerates, encourages or 
even supports Turkish intransigence, in order to serve their own interests. At the same time, President Anasta-
siadis’ mishandling and inability to convince the UN Secretary-General that he had the political will to go all the 
way to Crans Montana allowed Turkey to avoid being blamed by the international community for the failed talks. 
A fact that, among other things, gave the alibi to Ankara to proceed from 2017 until today in the creation of new 
and extremely dangerous ones without any substantial cost. The constant cultivation of illusions about the way of 
dealing with the illegal actions of Turkey by the Anastasiadis government and its disconnection from the course of 
the Cyprus issue, has further exposed the inadequacy of the Anastasiadis-DISY government in the management 
of the Cyprus issue.

The framework for the solution of the Cyprus problem, as defined in the high-level agreements 1977-79 and 
reaffirmed through the jointly announced Christofias-Talat of 23 May and 1 July 2008, provides for a solution of a 
Bi-Zonal Bicommunal Federation with political equality, as defined in the resolutions of United States. Solution of 
a state with a single sovereignty, an international personality and a citizenship.

With the election of Nikos Anastasiadis in February 2013 and for a period of two years, the effort to find a solu-
tion was at a standstill. The process clashed with the negative attitude of the then leader of the Turkish Cypriot 
community Dervis Eroglu, but also with Anastasiadis’ refusal to continue the talks from the point where they had 
stopped. When Mustafa Akkinci became the leader of the T / C community in 2014, who decided to end Eroglou’s 
policy and stated that he would proceed with the convergences, Anastasiadis actually followed. Then progress 
began to be made in the talks, even through regressions on both sides.

Through the progress of the negotiations, we led to an intensification of the effort at Mont Peléran, in Geneva, and 
culminating in the Crans Montana Conference. Our only concern throughout the Crans Montana Conference in 
the summer of 2017 as the Left was to support as much as we can the effort to take the decisive step forward by 
opening up the prospect of a solution.
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CHAPTER 2
The modern Cypriot reality

The collapse of the negotiations in Crans Montana, as a result mainly of the Turkish stance, but also of the re-
gressions of President Anastasiadis, led the Cyprus issue to a dangerous stagnation. This was followed by the 
illegal and provocative actions of Turkey in the EEZ of the Republic of Cyprus, the negative statements of the 
Turkish Cypriot leadership, as well as the report of the Secretary General. which blamed Turkey and blamed 
the failed talks on both sides. The election of the prodividerTatar in the leadership of the Turkish Cypriot com-
munity and the provocative demands that followed, unfortunately came to add to the already negative scenario. 
The informal five-party agreement of April 2021 did not achieve its main goal, which was none other than the 
agreed resumption of substantive negotiations.

We express our concern about the scenario that is taking shape in relation to the Cyprus issue and its prospects. 
The tactics followed by the government do not work, with the result that Turkey continues the tactics of creating 
new ones. In addition, as a result of the negotiation gap, “new ideas” began to infiltrate the Cyprus issue, which 
are a move from existing convergences to Turkish positions.

As EDON we emphasize that the scene that is formed in the Cyprus issue is extremely dangerous for the future 
of our place and people. The new accomplishments that are being created, and on the ground, after the pro-
vocative actions of Turkey in the enclosed city of Famagusta, violate the resolutions 550 and 789 of the Security 
Council and the danger for final division of the island is more visible than ever. Only a solution can liberate and 
reunite our country and ensure a secure future for Cyprus and the Cypriots.

The government must take decisive initiatives to strengthen the credibility of the Greek Cypriot side towards 
the international community for a solution and reunification within the framework of the BBF and to put Turkey 
before its responsibilities for the Cyprus issue.

EDON will never accept the introduction in the solution of the Cyprus welfare that will be guaranteed by NATO. 
We are opposed to the accession of Cyprus to PESCO (Permanent Structured Cooperation for Security and 
Defence), to the US-Cyprus military cooperation and to the establishment of the US-NATO Border Security 
Training Centre - CYCLOPS in our country, as well as in any effort. of Cyprus to NATO or its affiliates, such as 
the Partnership for Peace. The ultimate goal remains the complete demilitarization of the Republic of Cyprus 
and the removal of the British Bases, something that is facilitated by the joint struggle of the two communities 
through the solution itself.

The perpetuation of the perpetrators of the invasion and occupation, due to the negative attitude of the Turkish 
side, justifiably causes feelings of pessimism among the people and the youth. We owe it to ourselves to believe 
that a solution is not only necessary but also possible. For EDON, the solution to the Cyprus problem is a non-
negotiable and irreversible goal. We will continue to defend the only way that exists for the salvation of Cyprus, 
the only way for our liberation from the occupation, the foreign troops, and the settlement. The federal solution. 
Only with a just, functional, viable solution will there be lasting and lasting peace.

As EDON, we will remain steadfast opponents of nationalism-chauvinism, obscurantism and fascism, and of 
far-right ideologies that poison relations between the two communities. Their rhetoric and slogans are remi-
niscent of the period of the treacherous action of EOKA BD. On the domestic front, we must continue to fight 
against the forces of fatalism and the doctrine of blind submission in the West on the one hand and the forces 
of maximalist, nationalist goals and aspirations on the other.

The rapprochement and our leading role

EDON, together with the Popular Movement, has always been the leader of the Movement for the rapproche-
ment between the Cypriots and the T / Cypriots. Our positions on rapprochement are a consequence of our class 
approach and our ideology. EDON, the day after the catastrophe that struck our country in 1974, raised the flag 
of the need for the Cypriot people to fight together so that the dichotomous plans of imperialism at the expense 
of Cyprus are not completed. Despite all the attacks we received then, and we still accept today, from nationalist 
elements in both communities, we managed to establish a strong, political, anti-occupation and mass reuni-
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CHAPTER 2
The modern Cypriot reality

fication movement. A movement that inoculates Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots with the message of the 
brotherhood of our people and the reunification of our homeland.

For EDON, the rapprochement stems from the common class, social and political struggles and is expressed 
through the struggle for the common homeland, for the federation and for the guarantee of the human rights of 
our people, against imperialism. Only through mutual understanding that it is necessary to preserve basic prin-
ciples in order to reach an acceptable solution will we achieve it.

Occupation and division hinder the normalization of relations between G/ Cypriots and T / Cypriots. Today, as never 
before, the Turkish Cypriot community is facing various threats against its community existence. The Turkish 
government is trying to impose itself on the Turkish Cypriot community by reducing its political autonomy and 
questioning its cultural identity. The passage of time, without the resolution of the Cyprus problem, multiplies the 
risks of identification of the T / Cypriots with the institutions of the pseudo-state and assimilation of the T / Cypriots 
by the settlers and more generally by the new regime that Turkey seeks to build in the occupied territories.

Today, we owe it to ourselves to intensify this struggle. This is necessary to improve relations between the two 
communities that are shaken by the acceptance of the status quo and to isolate nationalism and chauvinism politi-
cally. In order to achieve another, equally important, goal: to convince of the correctness of the political basis on 
which we are trying to solve the Cyprus problem. Of course, the rapprochement, although a necessary condition 
for the solution, alone can not solve the Cyprus problem, but it can contribute to the viability of the solution that 
will be agreed. This is because, like the Cyprus issue, it is not a psychological or cultural problem, but a political 
problem, so for us the rapprochement has a political character. EDON opposes any attempts to drive the rap-
prochement from foreign centres. The rapprochement is first and foremost a matter for the Cypriots and the 
organized groups that express them.

From the 19th Pancyprian Congress until today, EDON has preserved and developed its relations with the T / 
Cypriot youth. The coronavirus pandemic and the long time that the roadblocks were closed, but inevitably cost 
the effort to continuously develop joint action. With the gradual overcoming of the health crisis and realizing all 
the above, EDON will intensify the struggle with faith, determination and self-denial, implementing all the tasks 
assigned to it to promote its policy of rapprochement.

ii. Socio-economic conditions in Cyprus

The socio-political environment in which the Cypriot youth lives and operates is characterized by the negative 
phenomena associated with the current stage of development of the capitalist system in our country, as it is 
shaped by the domination of Cypriot and foreign monopoly capital. The influence of the neoliberal policies of the 
European Union is also decisive.

Consequently, the Cypriot society, despite its peculiarities, does not differ significantly from the societies of the 
developed capitalist countries, with all that entails. Especially with the right in power since 2013, the management 
of the economy and many social problems exacerbated by the economic crisis and the pandemic, has been fully 
aligned with the tried and tested reactionary policies pursued at the pan-European level. Policies were promoted 
that led to the sale of public wealth, the reduction of public investment, the deregulation of labor relations and the 
shrinking of the welfare state.

The expansion of the capitalist mode of production in recent years in Cyprus in conjunction with the global capital-
ist crisis and the neoliberal policies of the government has led to further capital accumulation, structural decline 
in labor and disposable household income, and a sharp rise in social incomes. Therefore, the recovery observed 
in the years before the pandemic did not have a substantial positive impact on society but instead was a recovery 
for the few.

Changes in the composition of employment with the reduction in traditional sectors in primary and secondary 
sectors as well as the increase of employment in sectors with low trade union representation (eg trade and 
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services) and the emergence of new sectors that the trade union movement was unable to penetrate led to a 
reduction in trade union organization and employee representation. The decline in unionized workers, who now 
make up only 50% of the economically active population, has led to large numbers of workers, women and men, 
especially young people, being alienated from the collective bargaining process and falling into the trap of em-
ployers’ appetites.

The Covid-19 pandemic has put a brake on the recovery of the Cypriot economy, which has been observed in re-
cent years, highlighting both the impasses and failures and inherent contradictions of capitalism, and the role of 
reinforcing the effects of neoliberal policies and provoking new ones. problems at the social, economic and psy-
chological level. The pandemic highlighted even more the shortcomings of the public health system, the deficits 
of social policy, undeclared work, false employment and the reduction of trade union coverage of workers and at 
the same time highlighted the irreplaceable role of the state in ensuring basic human rights. At the same time, 
the current situation, both in terms of health and its level of global management, has had a negative effect on the 
collective conscience.

The effort of the capital and the bodies that represent it for further deregulation of labor relations and for flexible 
employment that started with the implementation of the memorandum and the neoliberal policies of the govern-
ment of the Right is intensifying today under the pretext of the pandemic and its effects on the economy. Impacts 
that workers and employees have paid and continue to pay, with wage cuts, deprivation of labor rights and rising 
unemployment, at the same time as profits are rising.

EDON will continue the fight for the protection of labor relations and the acquis of employees while fighting for the 
solution of social problems faced by young people, especially unemployment and housing.

The Left, led by EDON, must be in a constant struggle to prevent the implementation of other anti-popular and 
anti-labor measures under the pretext of the pandemic, so that the employees do not pay for this crisis as well. 
In the current conditions and in the current stage of the struggle of our people, EDON together with the Popular 
Movement fight for the existence of a modern state in which, as far as possible, economic development will be 
linked to social prosperity.

A basic precondition is the end of neoliberal policies and the radical reorientation of priorities, so that the various 
measures are aimed at wealth. Where a fairer distribution and redistribution of the wealth created by society will 
be promoted. Where there will be a more humane and socially sensitive state that will protect and support the 
economically vulnerable strata of society.

CHAPTER 2
The modern Cypriot reality
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CHAPTER 3
Youth Movement and the proposals of EDON

i. The characteristics of the Cypriot Youth, its social activism and its guidance for collective claim and struggle

The new generation of Cyprus lives and works in a system that “kills” social solidarity, that deifies money and that 
transforms the youth into an egocentric element, marginalized and distanced from collective participation and 
action in social becoming. The social system forms “false consciences”, cultivates illusions and often succeeds 
in achieving the social demobilization of young people who are, as a social group, the most prone to influences.

Consequently, a large portion of the youth distances themselves from politics, parties and organized struggle, 
without being able to explain - rather superficially - its specific attitude, with the majority remaining in gener-
alizations based on fragmentary facts or “half-truths”. This tendency is worrying and dangerous, because the 
phenomena of devaluation and alienation from the political process as a whole function as a mechanism of self-
defense, maintenance and reproduction of the established. This alienation is normally transmitted and expressed 
in the high abstention rate as well as in the thousands of unregistered voters recorded.

The result of the social environment is the growing anti-social behavior of a portion of the youth, which manifests 
itself in a violent way, but often with self-destructive behaviors, such as resorting to addictions and the like. At 
the same time, the anger and indignation of the youth is being exploited by neo-fascist-neo-Nazi organizations, 
which propose their -supposedly- anti-systemic profile, but also by new adventurous formations or parties in 
pre-election periods.

The main features of the Cypriot society, which have a negative impact on the life and consciences of the new 
generation, are:

• Underemployment, inadequate wages and flexible working hours.

• Unemployment and job insecurity

• The great difficulty of obtaining private housing but also the high cost of rent.

• The unequal, destructive and inhuman competition that young people enter from a very early age.

• Unworthiness, corruption and bribery in public and private sector that disappoints and develops a sense of 
individualism.

• The anarchic and abrupt development of technology and social media that violently and rapidly adapt the tradi-
tional relationships of young people.

• Alienation and lack of communication have covered all spheres of human activity, reinforcing the phenomenon 
of human alienation.

• The reduced free time of young people, a result of the current working reality and intense education.

• The increase of the phenomenon that the workers and the employees deal with claims only in their branches 
and not with the solution of the problems in the wider society.

• The majority of the media, mainly, but also the other institutions of society play their own negative role in shap-
ing consciences, compatible with the ideology and “values” of the establishment.

In addition to the dominant objective factor which is the system in which the youth lives, there are two other fac-
tors that have a strong influence on the consciousness of young people:

A. The fact that the Cyprus problem is still unresolved and our country is divided.
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B. The formation of such social data that make it difficult to create a class criterion in young people and create il-
lusions about the essence of the system.

Examining the current socio-political context, it is also important to record the great differentiation of the scene that 
occurred with the emergence of Nikos Anastasiadis and DISY in the government of the country and the ongoing 
attack on popular rights and the new generation.

Despite the pressure felt by the youth of Cyprus, in general it retains the characteristics of questioning, spontane-
ity, the tendency towards everything new and new. These characteristics are radical elements and through their 
correct orientation can become elements progressively and with the decisive guidance of the youth, it can become 
a carrier of social change.

The participation of young people in mass youth organizations, such as university students and high school student 
organizations, is important. At the same time, the activation of young people in the ranks of our Organization is 
even more important. A portion of the youth continues to show sensitivity to the Cyprus issue, despite the slippage 
of another significant portion of the youth towards the acceptance of the current situation or towards reactionary 
positions and the revival of far-right nationalist organizations. Our alternative proposal for culture, trade unionism, 
sports and politics continues to excite a large percentage of young people beyond the Left. We must continue to 
develop our struggle both in ideological and political content and in its forms.

The fact that EDON remains a leading and assertive force in youth events is the best proof that the vision of the 
Left is the essential counterweight to devaluation and depoliticization. The struggle waged by the Left, especially 
through our assertive action, is not only against the Conservative policy of the Right, but also against the attitude of 
apathy and inaction, which ultimately leads to the depoliticization and maintenance of the establishment.

At the same time, daily action to defend and promote the rights of young people is linked to the struggle against ne-
oliberalism and imperialism, which helps young people realize that better living conditions can only come through 
constant struggle. It is this concrete action that can reveal to young people the connection that exists between the 
goals, the struggles and the vision of the Left, with the acquis and the rights of young people. It is this action that 
helps to realize the necessity of organized struggle.

ii. Primary - Secondary Education and the Student Movement - PSEM

For EDON, education is a non-negotiable, public social good, which must be offered free of charge to all and be 
oriented towards the creation of a modern, democratic and humane school at the center of which will be the stu-
dents and their real needs. Our vision remains the creation of a school that fights inequalities and gives educational 
opportunities to all children regardless of the financial capacity of their families.

The DISY-Anastasiadis government can only be characterized as a setback for Public Education, since the course 
of modernization and reform that was planned and started to be implemented under the government of Dimi-
tris Christofias, was violently overthrown. Both Primary and Secondary Education have long been plagued by an 
unprecedented crisis stemming from the neoliberal policies pursued by the DISY government in education. The 
government is also characterized by a complete lack of integrated planning in education that turns students into 
guinea pigs. The current government has also pursued reactionary policies through the implementation of new 
school operating regulations and new timetables and curricula. At the same time, the DISY government not only 
proceeds with the conservatism of education but promotes it with extremism and authoritarianism without a trace 
of consultation with the organized bodies of education.

The implementation of the school regulations and the measures against teachers clearly show the government’s 
goal which is none other than the creation of a school of examination center where the students will be consumed 
in a continuous grade hunt without developing critical thinking and without to receive comprehensive education 
and training that are necessary for every human being in the modern social reality.
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As EDON, we have been emphasizing for years the need to design a radical educational reform that will touch 
on both the structures and the way schools operate and the content of education. The progressive moderniza-
tion of our education system and the resumption of educational reform, aiming at a democratic and humane 
school, is a necessity and we will fight for it on all fronts:

• Creation of a training program for school assistants on the basis of educational programs that will be pre-
pared by the Ministry of Education.

• Fair recognition of the educational service and its application in the list of appointees, without sacrificing the 
new entrants in the education.

• Enrichment and strengthening of the program “School and Social Inclusion Actions” since the benefits that 
arise for children are significant.

• Timely and adequate staffing of schools by teachers.

• End any attempt to close schools.

• Creation of new school units that will meet today’s needs.

• Increase support time for children with learning disabilities. Reduction of the curriculum and increase of the 
number of teacher advisors per subject.

• Enhancing teacher training and ending the Government’s experimentation in relation to curricula and success 
and adequacy indicators.

• Public Education to be provided as a social and public good, which is really free to all.

• Establishment of a democratic school in which all children attend together, regardless of any particularity 
(such as some form of disability, different mother tongue, etc.) and in which no child is excluded from acquiring 
all the supplies that today characterize a an all-round educated man.

• Formation of a human school, in which students have the opportunity to experience childhood and adoles-
cence as the most creative and happy period of their lives.

• Inclusion in the objectives of each school year of intercultural and multicultural education, elimination of ele-
ments that promote nationalism and intolerance and implementation of anti-racist education programs.

• Removal from school buildings of surveillance devices such as cameras, as well as large fences. The solution 
to the risk of damage to school property is the implementation of the institution of the open school.

• Extension of free public compulsory education to 12 years and the creation of a new unit of twelve-year com-
pulsory education.

• Introduction of new teaching methods that will cultivate critical thinking, humanistic values, democratic at-
titudes and virtues and new forms of assessment of students

• Cooperation programs with schools of the T / C community and joint training programs for E / K and T / C 
teachers.

• Comprehensive and objective teaching of the modern history of Cyprus.

• Struggle to end church interventions in education.

• Reorganization of the administrative structures of the education system, with the aim of mitigating centralism 
and bureaucracy that hinder any attempt at modernization.

• Review of curricula and timetables after scientific study so that the curriculum is in line with the actual avail-
able teaching time and at the same time to use modern teaching methods focusing on the student, his compre-
hensive education and the development of critical thinking.

• Revision of the new school operating regulations, which are anti-pedagogical, reactionary and promote au-
thoritarianism.
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• Modernization of the material and technical infrastructure of the school units, so that the schools become a 
pleasant environment for the children.

• Facilities for rural children (eg easy transportation to and from schools).

• Free transfer of students to and from schools

• Termination of the employment status of the services market imposed since 2013 with the closure of IDAVEP 
(Foundation for the Management of Afternoon and Evening Training Programs). Improving the working conditions 
and conditions of the teachers who are employed in the Optional All-Day School, in the DRASE programs, in the 
afternoon programs of the Ministry of Education and Science and wherever else the status of the service market 
currently exists.

• Further promotion of new technologies in the educational process

• To have permanent psychologists in the school units.

• To include in the curricula at all levels of education courses / workshops that deal with prevention issues such 
as sex education, alcohol, addictions, road safety, etc. as well as restoring the unit for citizen education etc.
Pre-school education

• Extension of Public Pre-Primary Education from the age of 3, (8/12) years.

• Increase of the funds allocated from the Ministry of Education to the school ephorates for the improvement of 
the Material and Technical Infrastructure of the Public Kindergartens.

• Acceleration by the Ministry of Education of the processes in the cases of children who need speech therapy or 
other supportive teaching. It is inconceivable that the EPA responds to these requests at the end of the school year.

• Introduction of the “Responsible Department” in kindergartens along with the simultaneous institutionalization 
of programs for children with immigrant biographies.
Primary Education

• Continuous improvement and expansion of the institution of the unified all-day school, in order to deal with 
para-education and to give more outlets and perspectives to the students.

• Reducing the number of students per class so that it is such as to allow the highest quality of the educational 
process.

Special education

Special Education in Cyprus is facing serious problems. While for years there has been a stagnation. Special 
Education concerns hundreds of children who need the practical support of the state. We briefly point out the fol-
lowing:

• The state to create centers for social integration, creative employment and training for people with disabilities 
after the age of 21.

• Modernization of the 1999 legislation on Special Education, as gaps in the legislation have now been identified.

• Strengthen Special Schools so that they can effectively cope with the growing needs.

• The Special Units in schools in many cases do not work effectively and the integration of people with disabilities 
in the School Unit is not achieved. In this context, the need arises for the development of training and education 
programs for teachers, so that they can easily play their role in the integration of people with disabilities.

• It is necessary to increase the number of escorts in the Special Units of public schools and upgrade their role 
to assistant teachers.

• Development of processes for early identification of disabilities at the ages of 0-3 years, since this is the most 
critical period in the development of the child.
Secondary Education
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• Gradual integration of Secondary General and Technical and Vocational Education in a new form of Lyceum and 
strengthening of the general multifaceted education.

• Termination of the anachronistic measure of admission criteria in Technical Education.

• Struggle for the complete abolition of the uniform, against any attempts to restore it.

• Strengthening the rights of students and especially the right to unionize, which are marginalized by the new 
school regulations. Strengthening the rights of the student institutions / three (PSEM, ESEM, KMS)

• Effective operation of the Counseling and Vocational Education Service from high school (support with additional 
qualified staff, scientific studies, etc.).

• Provide free equipment to students who are required today, due to the field they study, to purchase it.

• Suppression of unpaid internships (concerns students of technical schools), which is mandatory in the context 
of their studies and employment certification that is in line with their student status.

• Reform and modernization of the institution of evening Lyceums and Technical Schools.

• Abolition of four-month exams and application of pedagogical assessment tools that allow the student a produc-
tive and comprehensive study and understanding of his subject.

• Restore the provision of laptops to high school students.

Student Movement - PSEM

Twenty-seven (27) years after the legalization of the election and operation procedures of the Pancyprian and 
the Provincial Student Coordinating Committees (PSEM and ESEM), the institutionalization of the free action and 
expression of Student organizations in schools is considered an urgent necessity. Through student organizations, 
the democratic rights of students and freedom of expression are secured and people are politicized, with a criti-
cal view of the world around them. An important role in this process is played by the Pancyprian Unified Student 
Organization (PEOM), the trade union expression of EDON to students, which is still at the forefront of the effort to 
create a truly organized, massive and assertive Student Movement.

The attempt to degrade the role of PSEM and ESEM by conservative circles and especially when the majority in 
PSEM is held by the Student Movement of DISY (MAKI) leads to the distancing of PSEM from the daily problems of 
students and students and often makes the effort difficult of ESEM that the majority of PEOM to mobilize the stu-
dents. On the contrary, the action of PSEM when PEOM has a majority in it should be used especially as it strength-
ens the prestige of the organization. A negative point is the treatment of the coordinating bodies of students / three 
in terms of a significant portion of reactionary circles within public education and urban media. A typical example 
are the interventions of the Minister of Education and DISY in student electoral processes.

One of the most important initiatives and actions developed by PSEM in the last three years when PEOM had a 
majority, are:

• Through dynamic mobilizations, the Student Movement, gave struggles not to implement the new regulations of 
the schools and the examinations every four months.

• Organized and systematic effort of participation of the CMS in the formulation of the internal regulations of the 
schools, as they are entitled according to the operating regulations.

• Leading force in the fight for the abolition of fares on school trips and the reduction of school expenses, with let-
ters, meetings and absences from classes.

• Supporting our students in small problems within the school, with interventions and letters to competent bodies, 
but also for social issues concerning students (eg drug scourge, school bullying, etc.)

• Continuation of the struggle for free student union against the legislation that restricts the freedom of expression 
of students.

• Supported the fair demands of teachers.
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Also, PSEM and ESEM starred in the conduct of anti-occupation events and events of memory and honor of the 
Polytechnic School, thus ensuring the massiveness of the events and their holding in a proper political context, 
giving messages of reunification of our place and people.

EDON will continue to fully support PSEM, as the mass body of the Student Movement, with the sole criterion of 
the existence of an autonomous, united, massive, assertive Student Movement, which consistently fights for the 
interests of the student youth and our people.

iii. Higher Education and the Student Movement - POFEN

EDON has as its vision the University that will focus on people and that will perceive itself as a Public Educational 
Institution that serves the youth, our people in general and their needs. We want a University that is humane and 
democratic, public and truly free for all, that promotes scientific knowledge and academic research based on the 
needs of society, and not on the needs of business and market profits.

More specifically, the Cypriot higher education presents the following situation:

• The University of Cyprus continues to have a significant development course as a scientific and research center.

• The operation of the Cyprus University of Technology and the Open University, contributed positively to the mas-
sification of Public Higher Education in Cyprus. ΤΕ.ΠΑ.Κ. has developed in recent years, despite the obstacles of 
the policies of the Anastasiadis-DISY government.

• Public universities are trying to impose the neo-liberal policies of the Anastasiadis-DISY government. The 
gradual process of their privatization and inclusion in the logics of the free market, the promotion of the business 
activity of academics and their submission to specific private interests is promoted.

• The speculative nature of Private Universities and colleges, negatively affects their operation and activities, with 
serious consequences for students and especially the poorer sections of the population, both in terms of the level 
of education provided and the depth of exploitation.

• The gradual imposition of the Bologna Process and the Lisbon Strategy (now the Europe 2030 Strategy), has 
been the culmination of neoliberalism and the EU in education and youth for more than two decades. The aim is 
to privatize public education and create a single higher education market in Europe, subordinated to the needs 
of capital. In Cyprus, the effort to implement Bologna has been intensified, with the higher education institutions 
themselves at the forefront and the Anastasiadis-DISY Government supporting it. Issues such as the financial 
autonomy of universities and their disengagement from state care, the transfer of research funding to the private 
sector through the creation of “Business Liaison Offices”, the European Credit System (ECTS), are just a few ex-
amples. The Bologna process will inevitably continue in the coming years with the aim of being fully completed, 
which requires a continuous study of developments around it.

• From March 2020 until the end of the academic year 2020/21, due to the prevailing epidemiological situation, 
we were led to conduct distance learning, creating unprecedented and negative, financial and academic data for 
students. It was confirmed that lifelong learning is the highest quality form of education provided.

• The government attack on the State Student Welfare continues unabated. Almost 24 million euros have been cut 
in the last eight years, instead of being used to meet the growing needs of students and their families.

• The Forest College continues not to accept Forest Apprenticeships
To achieve our vision for a modern, human-centered, public and free higher education we must:

• To further expand the University of Cyprus and the University of Technology, with the operation of new depart-
ments and faculties but also through the construction of buildings for the immediate needs of students, such as 
dormitories. At the same time, to resist the efforts of under-functioning departments that are not profitable in the 
field of research, with the long-term goal of closing them.

• To continue to claim integrated public and truly free education.
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• To exercise stricter control over the operation of Private Schools of Higher Education (ISTE) and in particular of 
Private Universities, with the aim of defining high academic criteria and transforming them into non-profit organi-
zations.

• To have continuous monitoring of the operation of the Quality Assurance and Certification Body of Higher Educa-
tion (DIPAE).

• To put forward our request for Reopening of the Forest College.

• To defend the public character of AXIK programs and to prevent the ongoing government effort to degrade it.

• To fight for the expansion of the Open University of Cyprus.

• To fight for the return of Student Welfare to the levels of funds and criteria of 2012.

• To escalate our struggle for a substantial reduction of tuition fees at Private Universities.

• Cyprus to become an international and regional center of studies, based on the University of Cyprus and TE.PA.K.

• There should be a substantial state housing policy for student youth, so that they are not exploited.

• To continue to play a leading role in solving the special problems faced by students in each field of study.

• To deepen the federation of the student movement. To complete the effort to conduct the same day of the elec-
toral process in the Student Unions of Cyprus, Greece and Abroad.

In summary, in the efforts made in the field of higher education at European level towards the subordination of 
education to the needs of capital, we propose our own vision for the University. In the pursuit of bankruptcy of the 
content of studies, we aim at comprehensive and complete study programs, which deliver integrated scientists 
with general education and developed social criteria. People who can cope with the demands of life as a whole and 
not specialized, but socially uneducated.
Student Movement

The almost nine-year presence of the Anastasiadis-DISY Government in power, brought significant changes in the 
scene of higher education, a fact that greatly affects the action of our Organization. The decline in student youth 
who choose to study, although to some extent restrained, still exists having a negative impact on Student Unions 
and student groups operating in the field of study. Over the last three years, the center of gravity of the student 
movement has continued to be in Cyprus and secondarily in Greece and the United Kingdom.

There are six Student Associations in Cyprus (University of Cyprus, University of Technology, Frederick of Nicosia 
and Limassol, A.X.I.K., University of Nicosia and European University), members of POFEN that exceed 20,000 
students. There are eight POFEN Student Unions operating in Greece (Athens, Thessaloniki, Patras, Ioannina, 
Komotini, Rethymno, Volos and Heraklion). It is estimated that together with the students of the Private Schools, 
in Greece there are around 10,000 students.

In the United Kingdom it is estimated that more than 8,000 students are studying but a serious decrease in new 
students is expected, due to the serious increase in tuition fees and the abolition of the “HomeStudent” and the 
student loan for EU citizens.

In Eastern Europe, mainly Bulgaria, the number of students / three is stabilizing at relatively low numbers. Ger-
many stands out in Western Europe, where a significant number of Cypriots study, while a large increase in Cypriot 
students has been observed in the last three years in the Netherlands.

The Progressive KF is the Student Party of the Left in the fields of study. It is based on the philosophy of the Left 
and has as its driving force the EDONitika Local Organizations for this and it does not have a statute, since one is 
the Youth Organization of the Left in our country and that is EDON.

The organized student movement also includes the FPK Protoporia (DISY), Anagennisi (DIKO), Agonas (EDEK), the 
far-right Unified Body of Autonomous Student Unions (EFAEFP) and the Nazi Youth Front (ELAM).
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Pancyprian Federation of Student Associations - POFEN

Always guided by the well-understood interests of the organized Cypriot Student Movement and its existence 
as an autonomous, united and assertive, the only option was and remains the support with all our forces of the 
Pancyprian Federation of Student Unions and Students. POFEN, only through its proper and democratic structure 
and operation, its assertive character, can be the guarantee of the collective action, coordination and guidance of 
the student forces, which will consistently fight for the rights of the student youth and of our people, to improve 
their quality of life and their level of education.

The completion of the unification of the student movement, as expected, led to the presence of the most conserva-
tive - neo-liberal part of the student movement in the Federation, the FPK Protoporia. This brought difficulties 
since its pursuit remains the degeneration of the Federation. From 2019 until today in POFEN, the Protoporia has 
an absolute majority, turning it into an applause of the anti-student policies of the Anastasiadis-DISY Government.

It is our duty to restore the democratic majority in POFEN and until then to fight against the degeneration of the 
organized student movement.

iv. Military service with rights

The young people who serve their 14-month term in the National Guard, are called to carry out a difficult and 
important mission in the conditions of semi-occupation in Cyprus.

The operation of the National Guard, despite the positive steps that have been taken in the last several years, 
mainly in relation to the living conditions of the national guards, nevertheless continues to be characterized by 
elements that do not keep pace with the general level of social development.

Military service focuses on discipline. Military discipline should not be based on the threat of punishment, but 
should be cultivated on the basis of mutual respect, logic and the conscience of each soldier’s debt. Especially in 
a semi-occupied homeland, military service must be based on the love for a united, peaceful and free Cyprus and 
not be built on nationalist logics, chauvinist slogans and hatred of anything foreign.

A struggle is still needed until a part of the National Guard is uprooted from the perception that the soldiers want 
to be cut off from the wider social reality and to be considered as second-class citizens. It must be realized that 
the conscripts are equal citizens, who, in addition to obligations, also have rights.

As EDON, realizing the difficulties that young people experience during their military service, we propose the fol-
lowing in terms of substantially improving the situation:

• Revision of military regulations characterized by anachronistic spirit and content.

• Complete abolition of the provision for the imposition of prison sentences beyond the normal time of military 
service.

• Establishment of committees of soldiers per military unit, which in cooperation with the administrations will 
deal with the living and recreational conditions in the army.

• Continuation of the improvement works in the living quarters of the national guards.

• Take measures to eliminate nationalist rhetoric and propaganda, chauvinistic symbols and slogans in the army 
that have reappeared and intensified in relation to previous years, as well as individual phenomena of abuse or 
psychological violence against soldiers.

• Restructuring of the National Guard, without it providing for a private mercenary army and participation in in-
ternational imperialist missions.
• Institutionalization of clear criteria for the examination and scoring of soldiers, which take into account the 
socio-economic characteristics.
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• Continuous adjustment of the allowance given to the soldiers, so that the amount is in line with the current social 
needs.

• Extension of free time to which soldiers are entitled. Encouraging cultural and sports activities in the camps and 
promoting programs with social content.

• Ensure free internet access within the camps.

• Upgrading the program of preparation of soldiers for the Pancyprian Examinations and the cooperation with the 
Open University of Cyprus.

• Integration of training programs in the camps.

• Review of the reserve system and the institution of SYOP.

• Review of the lottery placement system with the introduction of an institution to check the integrity of the proce-
dures. Improving the scoring system for troop transfers.

v. Struggle for Merit and Fight against Corruption

Merit is the selection and utilization of people with the most and best skills in various sectors of society. The Re-
public of Cyprus since its foundation has been a state structured in the measures of maintenance, the established 
and the right. The deep state was strengthened by the ten-year rule of the right (1993-2003), which exacerbated 
- unfortunately - the “cancer” of bribery, unworthiness, a culture of convenience and easy profit, while forcing the 
partisanship of the public sector and mismanagement to the fullest extent. These phenomena are repeated even 
more intensely during the government of Nikos Anastasiadis while they have taken on an institutional charac-
ter. From 2013 until today, when the golden passport scandal dragged Cyprus around the world. The most glar-
ing element in this landscape of entanglement, opacity and conflict of interest is the fact that these phenomena 
touch Nikos Anastasiadis himself and his family, but also members of his government. Unworthiness as a social 
scourge now strengthens rot, entanglement and corruption in Cypriot society.

As EDON, we believe that a great struggle is needed, without oscillations and half measures, in order for the 
quality change to take place. Of course, we do not have illusions that such phenomena, inherent in the capitalist 
system, can be eliminated in the given socio-economic conditions.

Merit and effective fight against corruption can be achieved by persisting and strengthening existing institutions, 
by enacting effective legislation and implementing policy cuts where needed. Most important, however, is the ex-
istence of the necessary political will to apply principles to these issues.

The youth cannot tolerate and reproduce such phenomena as unworthiness. To combat unworthiness and the 
fight against corruption, we propose the following measures:

• Effective control of the “whereabouts” of political and state officials by expanding the list of controlled persons.

• Modernization of the Public Service with the aim of enhancing transparency in decision-making and the citi-
zen’s relationship with the public administration, the promotion of e-government and the introduction of objective, 
measurable criteria in the process of recruitment and evaluation of civil servants.

• Institutional regulation of limitation of tenures in various state positions and interchangeability in key positions 
of the Public Service, the principles of the university authorities and the administrators of research programs.

• Complete separation of the state from the Church, regulation and transparency in its business relationship with 
the state.

• Institutional expansion and deepening of objective, inviolable and transparent evaluation procedures for recruit-
ment, promotions, secondments, transfers in the wider public sector, through which the role of the subjective 
factor will be minimized.

• Upgraded recognition of academic and professional qualifications as criteria for recruitment and promotions.
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• Take good governance measures, such as limiting the uncontrollable discretion of all levels of government, 
enacting legislation on the political and civil responsibilities of public figures, implementing a comprehensive 
charter of civil rights.

• Strengthening the institutions for monitoring and controlling the exercise of power with more active involve-
ment of society. Expanding e-government.

• Implementation of effective internal control mechanisms in each Ministry, Semi-Governmental Organization or 
public authority. Establishment of corresponding complaints services for the citizens.

• Modernization, but also effective implementation of the legislation concerning the incompatibility and the con-
flict of interests of state and state officials.

• Improving the accessibility of the citizen to the Authorities, especially in matters of securing public documents, 
service and transparency in relation to decisions that affect him, through public hearings and accountability.

Young men and women should continue the fight against unworthiness, through organized participation and ac-
tion. Disappointment should not lead them to the margins and to devalue everything, because then the situation 
will be perpetuated. Any measures to work need the appropriate popular support and pressure.

vi. Young workers and youth movement

The cruelty of capitalism and the inability to meet real social needs are strongly reflected in the young workers, 
who are part of the youth movement, which is directly confronted with the capitalist relations of production and 
the laws that shape the capitalist system.

Young workers, both men and women, are faced with social ills such as unemployment, wage cuts, salary cuts, 
flexible and flexible working hours, work on Sundays and public holidays, and difficulty finding housing.

The predominance of personal contracts, competition between workers, the authoritarianism of employers and 
their organizations, the denial of the right to organize in the workplace and the degradation of trade unionism 
lead young people away from the class trade union movement and the path of the struggle for work with rights.

The reduction of free time and the lack of direct political confrontation is an inhibiting factor in the involvement of 
young workers, women and men, in the youth movement.

As a result of the above we face serious weaknesses in the integration into life and action of the Organization, a 
large portion of young workers and unemployed.

Together with the class trade union movement, we must fight for the organization of young workers, the strength-
ening of their demands and the formation of their class consciousness.

Right to Work - Work with Rights

In order to address the problems and support the working youth, EDON proposes:

• Defending the social character and role of the state and protecting the social security system.

• End of the 12% cut to those who choose to retire at the age of 63.

• The mandatory implementation of the agreed collective agreements and their legalization vis-.-Vis individual 
employment contracts.

• End the use of the services market as a means of concealing paid / dependent work and introduce regulations 
that will define the characteristics of dependent work.
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• Effective implementation of measures for undeclared work as well as laws on equal treatment.

• Ensuring the Sunday holiday and ending the liberalization of store hours.

• Determination and observance of mandatory holidays

• Legislative regulation of working time and overtime compensation.

• Promotion of legislation for employees who are not covered by collective agreements, for the establishment of 
minimum levels of salary, 13th salary and public holidays.

• Creation of infrastructure, new nurseries and child care centers with state care, so that young couples have sup-
port in terms of childcare. especially in the countryside.

• Allowance for young parents on the basis of socio-economic criteria due to which they are unable to enroll their 
children in private nurseries.

• Modernize the public service and service plans where and where needed, without sacrificing new recruits.

• Promotion of essential hygiene and safety measures and organization of training seminars for the protection of 
life and health of employees in the workplace.

• Promoting institutional and legislative regulations to ensure equal rights at work for young immigrants.

• Utilization of funds related to youth entrepreneurship and adjustment of the criteria in such a way that they can 
be used by young people from the popular and middle classes.

• Restoration of all concessions to the rights of employees given to deal with the crisis.

• Combating the phenomenon of unpaid internships.

Unemployment

Unemployment is a phenomenon inherent in this system and is dictated by the objective action of the laws govern-
ing capitalist production. Especially today, unemployment has become permanent and therefore structural. The 
exclusion from work of a growing number of people, especially young people, leads fatally to the increase of social 
phenomena directly related to the removal from the social process of work such as crime, youth marginalization, 
suicides, drug use, exacerbation of racism etc.

Tackling unemployment goes through the creation of new jobs with respect for fundamental labor rights. Our sug-
gestions for reducing the problem of unemployment are the following:

• Reduction of working hours and implementation of the 35-hour period without reduction of salaries and removal 
of labor acquis.

• Strengthening the purchasing power of wages. This will boost private consumption and domestic demand, 
which will increase GDP, as well as employment by creating new jobs.

• No further extension of retirement limits. Instead, the reduction of retirement limits needs to be considered.

• Creating conditions for effective treatment of the phenomenon of replacing permanent and stable jobs with 
cheap and unprotected work.

• Reinstatement of the bill that enables the respective Minister of Labor to extend the application of the collective 
agreement of one branch to the whole branch.

• The process of certification of qualifications in various specialized jobs should proceed rapidly in order to limit 
the impunity of the employment of people with the sole criterion being the price of their work.

• Upgrading the vocational guidance and counseling of young people.

• Introduction of an employment clause in the projects that are promoted for financing from the state budget, with 
the obligation to create new jobs, with respect to the terms of the labor legislation and the collective agreements.
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• Redesign of work subsidy programs by the Human Resources Development Authority (HRDA) and the Pro-
ductivity Center of Cyprus (KEPA). The amount of benefits in these programs should be substantially increased 
because in no case should they be the justification for the introduction of starvation wages.

• Further upgrade of the Public Higher Vocational Education and Training Schools.

• Providing incentives and facilities for the creation of social cooperatives that employ young people at a certain 
rate.

• Differentiation of the teacher recruitment system, which promotes tertiary education, promotes the pursuit of 
qualifications and reduces exams as a top issue.

• Priority in further strengthening and promoting self-employment programs.

• Promotion of research and innovation, which meets the modern social needs, for the employment of mainly 
young scientists.

• Promoting grant schemes for small and medium-sized enterprises and providing incentives for hiring young 
people as well as projects for people from vulnerable groups.
Preparation of a special plan for the employment of young unemployed people who do not receive unemployment 
benefits. This plan should also cover the long-term unemployed. We give special importance to the measures for 
the relief of the unemployed and their families:

• Creation of a Young Unemployed Card that is addressed to the unemployed young people with various and 
important benefits.

• Extension of unemployment benefit beyond 6 months.

• Write-off of loan interest and freezing of loan repayments for as long as a young person is unemployed, as well 
as exemption from municipal fees and real estate tax.

• Strict adherence to the policy for non-re-employment of retirees in the wider public sector.

• Review of the social policy of providing benefits as the introduction of the EU does not meet the real needs of 
young people who need state aid.

• Development of a support plan for long-term unemployed and low-paid young couples. In this context, take 
measures to minimize the impact on pension rights.

• Institutionalization of hiring unemployed graduates to man the polling stations.
The housing problem of young people

Although housing is an essential social asset for which the state has a primary responsibility, the lack of a proper 
and comprehensive political approach to the problem for decades has exacerbated it, putting particular pressure 
on young people.

At the same time, the outbreak of the global capitalist economic crisis and the banking crisis in Cyprus, as well 
as the anarchic construction of towers almost all over the island, due to the program of golden passports that led 
to the rise in property prices, increased the problem to alarming proportions. As a result, young couples do not 
have the opportunity to acquire their own home, while renting a home is an extremely high cost of the monthly 
budget if we consider the excessively high prices that prevail especially in urban centers. Our proposals for the 
mortgage are:

• Tax reliefs in the market-construction of a first home for young people.

• Expansion of the subdivision of Halite land and concession of the plots to young couples who have a real need 
at a cost price. Where necessary, expropriate ecclesiastical and other land available for this purpose.

• Construction of high quality housing units by the state to serve the weakest income groups.

• Continuation and strengthening of the housing programs of the Housing Financing Organization instituted by 
the Christofias Government. Maintaining and strengthening the social role of the Agency away from the logics of 
its privatization and competitiveness vis-.-Vis commercial banks.

CHAPTER 3
Youth Movement
and the proposals of EDON

Theses of the Central Council of  EDON 
for the 20th Pancyprian Congress



23

CHAPTER 3
Youth Movement
and the proposals of EDON

Theses of the Central Council of  EDON 
for the 20th Pancyprian Congress

• Enrichment of housing programs by the Cyprus Land Development Organization.

• Plan to provide very cheap plots of land to young people who want to settle in the countryside.

• Reinstatement of the Single Housing Plan for refugees and the weaker income groups.

• Establishment of a Central Housing Agency, which will monitor, develop and implement a long-term integrated 
state housing policy.

• Granting rent allowance to young people on the basis of socio-economic criteria.

• Providing incentives to apartment owners with the aim of reducing rents.

Any incentives provided on the basis of socio-economic criteria should be reviewed taking into account the pur-
chasing power of wages, so as to include more single individuals and young couples. Also the procedures of the 
provided projects should be simplified and modified to facilitate the participation of young people.

vii. The Cyprus Youth Organization - SYNK - NGO

Since the establishment of the Cyprus Youth Organization (O.E.K.), EDON has been a pioneer in becoming a ram-
part of claim, through which the mass youth movement will strengthen its voice and participation in decision-
making centers. Our firm position is that ONEK cannot replace the mass youth movement, nor can it compete with 
it. The Youth Organization has been created to co-formulate and implement integrated and sometimes specialized 
policies on youth issues that will help in the immediate and effective treatment of problems faced by the youth.

Of particular importance to us is the continued strengthening of the Agency’s advisory role and the production of 
policy through it. Our constant priority is the correct and permanent operation of the advisory bodies of ONEK, ie 
the Political Committee, the Trade Union Committee, the Student Committee and the General Advisory Body of the 
Youth Organization, so that there is a two-way relationship. transfer of the policy of the Board, but also the adoption 
of opinions and suggestions by the various youth organizations.

ONEK operates infrastructure projects for the youth, among which are the Youth Multicenters and the Playgrounds. 
Also operating are the Youth Information Centers (KE. PLI), with upgraded services in the field of consulting ser-
vices, as well as the MakerSpace in Larnaca with high level and state-of-the-art equipment. During the last three 
years, the program “The STEAMers” has been operating, which offers workshops in Robotics, Programming, 
FilmMaking, Photography, Graphic Design, Creative Writing, Music, Theater and Art.

The free provision of equipment to youth organizations and young people in general also continues, for the organi-
zation of festivals and other events in the Trench of the Famagusta Gate, where ONE.K. upgraded the space with 
the appropriate infrastructure to a festival, but also where else they need it. In addition, the European Program 
Eurodesk operates, which concerns the information of young people on European issues and financial programs. 
The issuance of the European Youth Card, as well as the Student Identity Card, has been weakening for several 
years and is an area that ONEK should seriously address in the near future. We propose the free issuance of the 
youth card to students and national guards.

In the field of Prevention and Counseling Services, the Youth Business Development Program operates, Line 1410, 
Internet Counseling, Vocational Guidance Services, Counseling Services Proposal as well as Psychosocial Empow-
erment Program for Young People “Little Bear”, which implements a program for young the general population.
As for the Youth Initiatives Project, it is a very successful institution that significantly strengthens organizations, 
informal youth groups and in some cases individuals who take action on various issues. The Agency should seri-
ously consider the issue of further support through the state budget, since due to the financial constraints, the 
actions that are subsidized are also reduced.

The Youth Organization keeps Memoranda of Cooperation with Public and Private Universities, with the Cyprus 
International Institute of Management, with the Cyprus Police, the Cyprus Theater Organization, the Cyprus Youth 
Council and the Association for the Prevention and Response to Domestic Violence. The cooperation between the 
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institutions aims at the upgrading of the offered services to the youth, through the mutual utilization of the existing 
programs and infrastructures of the organizations.

Since January 2014, ONEK has been managing the European Program “Erasmus +” for the part concerning the 
youth, which replaced the European Program “Young Generation in Action”.

The areas of activity of ONEK, as they have been determined based on the legislation and the experience so far, are 
evaluated positively both by the state itself (successive governments, Parliament, etc.), and by the Cypriot youth. 
There is always room for improvement, of course. And as EDON inside and outside ONEK, we will fight for this 
every day, but without losing its character as we define it above with the main concern so that the young men and 
women are brought to the forefront, with their social status upgraded. 
Cyprus Youth Council (CYC) - Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

The operation of the Cyprus Youth Council (CYC), with its increased influence on the Cypriot youth and the increase 
of the presence and activity of NGOs in the Cypriot society, entrusts our organization with the task to seriously 
consider ways to further strengthen its presence. . In this context, the participation of our representative in the 
Executive Secretariat of SYNK in recent years is included.

On the one hand, through our intervention in the SNC and on the other hand in finding ways to build bridges of 
cooperation with NGOs, in order -through them- to promote actions and policies that will converge with our goals 
and aspirations, for the benefit of the youth.

viii. civilization

Culture represents all the differentiating elements, spiritual and material that characterize a society. It includes the 
letters and the arts, but also the way of life, the basic human rights, the value system, the traditions, the thought 
movements and the cultural heritage. Culture and cultural creation are a prerequisite for any self-respecting soci-
ety that seeks intellectual development and real progress.

Culture for EDON, as a youth organization of the Left, is both a historical and a class phenomenon, as it reflects the 
historical development of society, with which it is in a dialectical relationship. Therefore, culture is the expression 
of man’s relationship with nature and the society in which he develops. On the one hand, it reflects and records the 
historically shaped social reality and on the other, it acts on it. Thus, in our view, the mission of culture should be 
to create critically-minded people and to educate them so that they contribute to social progress and prosperity.

Culture around the world continues to face a full-blown attack in the wake of a deep capitalist economic crisis, 
which has created social and moral upheaval. We observe constantly being promoted by the Media and social net-
works, cheap subculture standards, with a low spiritual level and aesthetic ugliness, aiming at easy and fast profit. 
In this context, perceptions are formed which are characterized by individualism and underestimate concepts such 
as solidarity, peace, equality and social education and justice.

At the same time, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on culture is being felt around the world. Social, economic 
and political impact, affecting the rights of artists and creative professionals, but also the fundamental human right 
to access culture. Cultural events are canceled, cultural institutions remain closed, there is an increased risk of 
looting cultural sites, artists can not make a living from their art, and the cultural tourism sector is greatly affected.

For EDON, culture is one of its most important pillars of action, as well as an additional great asset of our people 
against occupation and division. Through its historical course it has developed a cultural movement which conveys 
cultural values, encourages and promotes the amateur and professional artistic creation and the work of Cypriot 
artists, highlights the cultural heritage of the place, while at the same time coming in contact with culture and tradi-
tions. other countries. EDON’s cultural action is the answer to all those who want young people to be easy victims of 
subculture and cultural decline. For us, culture must become a lever of political and social uplift, forming a society 
that will project a model of man who will create and fight.
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Every year, the dozens of EDON events, the Pancyprian Festival, music nights and theatrical performances are 
a field of activity for hundreds of its members and the promotion of new artists, but we must intensify efforts 
for contact and further cooperation with the world of art and culture. . Through our daily action and politics, we 
must support artists and creators, victims of the economic crisis and austerity policies implemented over the last 
several years by the Anastasiadis-DISY government, which leaves funds for culture shrinking, devaluing them. 
people and leaving them unprotected, especially after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

As EDON, for the decisive support and development of cultural creation, among others, we suggest:

Addressing issues such as collective agreements, social security and artists’ copyrights

• Completion of the process and creation of a State Ministry of Culture through consultation with all stakeholders

• Significant increase of funds for culture, ensuring transparency and meritocracy in their distribution

• Formulation of a Strategic Plan for Culture to support and promote the Cypriot cultural creation

• Institutionalization of the participation of the Institutions of Culture in the decision-making processes

• Maintenance, upgrade and construction of new cultural infrastructure, with free access (eg Archaeological Mu-
seum, Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art and new State Library)

• Recording, protection and promotion of tangible and intangible cultural heritage

• Increase funds for the theater and evaluation and progressive modernization of the “Thymeli” program

• Expansion of the Cyprus Symphony Orchestra and the Cyprus Youth Symphony Orchestra

• Establishment of a Cinema Center for the promotion, development and production of Cypriot film and the crea-
tion of a cinematographic archive

• Upgrading of the Music Information Center with the aim of saving, archiving, promoting and enhancing contem-
porary music creation

• Deepening of artistic education, by upgrading the institution of Music Schools and school theater, upgrading and 
expanding the School of Fine Arts of TEPAK and creating a Department of Music in all public Universities

• Restoration of the honorary allowance for retired creators, cut off by the Anastasiadis government

• Implementation of legislation for the enrichment of public buildings with works of art

• Supporting the writing activity and promoting the Cypriot book and literacy. Enrichment of all libraries with works 
by Cypriot authors

• Financial support of local cultural and folklore associations

ix. Sport

Sport is a key pillar in our lives and a useful element for achieving a healthier society, based on the development 
of the spirit, personality, cultivation of skills and character of young people. At the same time, engaging in sports 
strengthens the resistance of young people against addictions, crime and violence that unfortunately overwhelms 
today’s youth.

For us, sport is a popular right, to which everyone without exception must have easy access. In no case should 
sport, regardless of sport, be only for the elite, for certain elites and champions.

We stand firmly against the commercialization of sport, which has the sole purpose of exploiting sport to further 
increase profits. It is clear that once there is a pursuit of maximum profit, sport becomes a matter for the few 
elite of the state, federations and companies. With the expansion of the commercialization of sports, the behind-
the-scenes phenomena of corruption in the field and the acts of violence and hooliganism inside and outside the 
stadiums are consolidated.
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According to our philosophy, emphasis should be placed on preventing these phenomena, educating fans and 
athletes, eliminating racist phenomena and promoting noble rivalry.

For these reasons, as EDON we propose:

• Upgrading of school sports and the subject of Physical Education in schools.

• Upgrading the “Sports for All” program inside and outside schools.

• Further upgrade of the Sports Schools and creation of a cooperation network between the sports schools.

• Abolition of the fan card and modification of the provisions of the legislation “For violence in the stadiums” that 
make it a terror.

• Support of the Cyprus Anti-Doping Authority to deal with one of the biggest enemies of sport.

• Recognition of the role and support of sports-educational clubs in the development of sports and promotion of 
low-cost sports.

• Creation of sports facilities in the mountainous areas and creation of support programs for the athletes of the 
mountainous areas

• Development of a plan with the cooperation of all bodies involved in sports, to combat the phenomenon of vio-
lence in stadiums.

• Development of rural football that in recent years is becoming more and more degraded.

• Financial support and promotion of the less popular sports and their federations by the COM.

• Upgrading the motivation at a young age to engage in sports.

• Completion of a plan to create a Department of Physical Education at the University of Cyprus

• Creation of closed facilities that can host international events.

• Further expansion of the CMO program for social sports with the active participation of local authorities, and the 
creation of small and simple sports facilities.

x. Holidays

The creative utilization of free time is a precondition for the correct and multifaceted development of the personal-
ity of every young man and woman. The holiday season is necessary for people to rest, physically and mentally, 
from the exhausting pace of life imposed by capitalist society and to cope with the daily routine of work, tough 
competition at school and university, and other obligations. At the present stage of the development of capitalism, 
even the self-evident right to vacation is not a given for everyone.

EDON treats holidays as a right, to which all young people in Cyprus should have easy and cheap access. At the 
same time, however, we consider tourism as a means of contact of young people with the achievements of the 
culture of Cyprus, but also of the whole world and, consequently, as an educational means.

To achieve the above goal we claim:

• Compliance with the legislation on licenses and ensuring this right for all employees.

• The creation of multifunctional youth hostels, in which the youth will be able to spend creatively and at low cost 
during their vacation period.

• Upgrading the existing and creating new campsites, in which young people can spend their holidays at minimal 
cost.

• The establishment and enrichment of programs (and through ONEK) in the context of social tourism aimed spe-
cifically at young people with low incomes
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• Maintaining public and free access to beaches and other tourist resorts

• The provision of incentives and facilities in the development of agritourism as well as domestic tourism.

xi. Public health

Health is a basic right, a public and social good, which a state has an obligation to provide to its citizens. The health 
sector in Cyprus is sick on the one hand, due to the intensity of commercialization and on the other hand, due to the 
inability of public hospitals to meet the needs of a modern, human-centered and quality health care. The pandemic 
has once again revealed major shortages in public health systems, even in countries with a tradition, as a result 
of neoliberal austerity policies.

Human life is the supreme good and that is why we support the effort to stop the pandemic. The coronavirus pan-
demic has highlighted the irreplaceable role of public health systems. At the same time, it dramatically highlighted 
the shortages, understaffing and underfunding that the public hospitals of Cyprus suffered for years due to cuts 
made by the Anastasiadis-DISY government.

The picture observed today in public hospitals shows that the health sector in Cyprus is facing major problems. 
The understaffing, the lack of medicines, technical and material equipment, are some examples of the state of 
public hospitals. The course of GSH so far confirms the great need of the Cypriot society and especially the lower 
and middle classes for an equal, accessible to all citizens and solidarity health system. The GSH at this stage also 
presents problems. As EDON, we emphasize the need to systematically monitor the implementation and opera-
tion of GSH, and the improvement of the level of services provided and the preservation of the philosophy and 
principles on which it is based. We emphasize the need that state hospitals should become the backbone of GSH 
S, for a public and free health that will meet the needs of the people and the youth.

xii. Addictions

The fight against addiction was and is one of the main pillars of EDON’s action. A scourge inherent in the socio-
economic system we live in, a result of the problems, deadlocks and insecurities that the modern capitalist system 
produces and reproduces in young people.

The exacerbation of the causes of addiction has led some young people to seek happiness substitutes, such as 
drugs, alcohol, gambling, , reckless internet use, video game addiction and manipulation. All this, not only does 
not achieve their goal, but on the contrary has a devastating effect on their personality, with disastrous conse-
quences for their health and at the cost of many times their own lives.

In today’s world of technology and the internet, the constant creation of new, synthetic drugs, which are also circu-
lating via the internet, is also of great concern. A negative development is also the operation of the casino and the 
further diffusion of gambling within the society.

The treatment of the problem is based on a network of measures for prevention - treatment - social reintegra-
tion. The upgrade of the school through the implementation of the educational reform from where it left off in 2013 
and the radical change of its orientation could not be absent from this network. The starting point of our logic is: 
To lead less and less young people to addictions, while more and more who live in the problem to be healed and 
reintegrated, while aiming at the emotional and spiritual cultivation of young people and the development of criti-
cal thinking. EDON is strongly opposed to the artificial separation approaches between soft and hard drugs, but 
also to their legalization.

In particular we are fighting for: 

• Strengthen the Cyprus Addiction Treatment Authority to continue to formulate scientifically sound policies, to 
oversee government and non-government programs, to subsidize and support prevention and treatment pro-
grams.
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• Strengthening the juvenile detoxification center and expansion of Prevention Centers throughout Cyprus.

• Inclusion in the Strategy for Dealing with addictions and other addictive behaviors, such as excessive use of the 
internet and electronic games.

• Strengthen prevention and treatment programs as well as harm reduction programs.

• Modernize legislation so that the law focuses on traders rather than users, including alternative penalties for 
users.

• Effective implementation of smoking control legislation, in order to continue the declining smoking trend ob-
served among male and female students.

• Elimination of stigma and social exclusion of addicts and elaboration of a comprehensive plan of financial, psy-
chological and social support for themselves and their families.

• Ensure high quality and easily accessible detoxification and social reintegration programs.

• Promoting casino security-related safeguards to protect the social web.

• Reducing the accessibility and availability of alcohol to vulnerable groups and protecting the unborn child from 
alcohol.

• Promotion of preventive measures to avoid minors engaging in gambling and providing support and treatment 
to people with abnormal gambling.

• Cooperation of all competent bodies with the Ministry of Education for the integration of training programs, pre-
vention and treatment of addictions in schools and universities on a permanent basis. Something similar should 
be done in the army.

• Strengthen the operation of the prison treatment program, which covers the full range of detoxification services 
(detoxification, psychological detoxification, substitution, etc.) to meet the needs of substance abusers during 
their stay in prison and after their release from prison.

• Holistic management of the issues faced by underage drug users, since the use of addictive substances is only 
a symptom of their problematic situation.

As EDON, we believe that in order for the fight against addiction to be successful, we need to integrate young 
people into the path of organized struggle, fighting spirit and confidence that is necessary to conquer the life 
they deserve, understanding the real causes of the problems. and discovering the power of change through their 
struggles.

xiii. Juvenile delinquency

Class barriers, unequal opportunities in life, education and work continue to lead a portion of young people to so-
cial impasses and to social exclusion, marginalization or even delinquent behavior. The inability of young people 
to cope with the demands of society and the aggression of the Government, leads them to anti-social behavior.

At the same time, the lack of means and opportunities for healthy employment and entertainment, the deprivation 
of opportunities for young people to participate in society, the limitation of the opportunities provided to them for 
the development of their social and creative abilities, the social status that can not meet the need of young people 
for understanding and encouragement, which calls into question the raison d’être of their point of view and their 
abilities, are additional causes that lead young people to marginalization.

At the same time, the system and its mechanisms promote that no one is involved in struggles, claims and col-
lective organization. This is also reproduced by the education system, by turning the school into an examination 
center, putting students in pursuit of grades.
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For EDON, the most important contribution to tackling juvenile delinquency is the inclusion of young people in organ-
ized struggle, through the ranks of the Organization itself. We demand further upgrading of the social, institutional 
and political role of the new generation. That is why the participation of young people in mass youth organizations and 
through them, their participation in the social and political development, is important.

In addition, EDON continues to fight to alleviate the social problem of juvenile delinquency with preventive measures 
-mainly- of a character, such as:

• Economic and social support for low-income families.

• Strengthening the institution of the Parents’ School.

• Dealing with school failure, functional illiteracy, scandal, school exclusion and student dropout, provisions that were 
at the heart of the educational reform ended by the current Government.

• Creation of a special juvenile court and a special - separate detention area for young offenders, which will empha-
size education and smooth social reintegration.

• Take specialized measures in the direction of prevention to deal with violence in stadiums.

• Expansion of the institution of the Social Worker, in order to deal early with the phenomena of delinquent behavior.

• Strengthening the schools that fall under the “Action” program (former Educational Priority Zones).

xiv. Environment

Both historically, but especially nowadays, on the occasion of the economic crisis, there is a dangerous development 
goal for “development of all kinds and regardless of environmental costs”. In the name of capitalist “development” 
around the world, natural resources serve primarily the needs of capital and imperialist powers, not the needs of 
society itself.

Under the capitalist system, the exploitation of the environment aims at the rapid increase of profits and not at its 
maintenance in combination with the social benefit. This shows that capital has the ultimate responsibility for the 
current situation. This is the main argument, because the struggle for the protection of the Environment is a strug-
gle against Capitalism. The deterioration of climate change in recent years directly affects the quality of life of living 
organisms on the planet, while at the same time the Earth is on the verge of deregulation, at risk of self-destruction. 
Despite this fact and the recognition of the environmental problem, the capital continues its innocence without any 
barriers.

The anarchic construction and industrial development that has been implemented literally in recent years and the 
neo-liberal government DISY-Anastasiadis, has intensified this situation by playing a catalytic role in the environmen-
tal disaster that is taking place in Cyprus. Villas in protected areas, the destruction of protected species habitats, the 
attempt to turn Natura and Akama areas into a park with the possibility of large developments and floating restau-
rants are the government’s efforts to protect and preserve nature, as well as the asphalt factories right next door to 
residential areas.

The so-called “green growth” can not solve the problem of environmental destruction. It has been problematic since 
its creation as it deals with the problem in isolation from its generative cause, which is the capitalist system itself. It 
is a patchwork of policies, most of which are inadequate and will not bring the desired results. It may in some cases 
actually reduce environmental degradation, but in general it serves as another tool to increase the profitability of 
capital. Under the guise of green policies and so-called environmental awareness, in many cases, the environment 
is further burdened.

At the same time, there is a constant effort to transfer responsibility to society, leaving untouched mainly the large 
multinationals that are the ones that cause the greatest environmental damage. EDON strives for a model of sus-
tainable development that is inspired by fundamental social and environmental principles, protects and respects the 
environment, the rational management of natural resources. 
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To this end, EDON proposes:

• Establishment of a Central Environment Agency which has all the environmental responsibilities.

• Respect and implementation of all environmental laws. Imposition of severe penalties on offenders.

• Implementation of the General Plan for the Beaches.

• Reinforcement of green spaces and introduction of strict environmental conditions in large developments.

• Prevention and training measures to deal with fires and other natural disasters.

• Encourage young people to invest in the recycling process.

• Promoting the use of energy saving systems. Rational and sustainable utilization of Renewable Energy Sources.

• Proper environmental management of natural gas deposits, with the establishment of strict rules on issues of 
pollution of the marine environment.

• Full protection of the natural wealth located in the Natura 2000 network.

• Upgrading of public transport.

As EDON, we must intensify our environmental action through various events, campaigns and activities. We have 
a special burden of responsibility in educating and educating young people about environmental issues.

xv. Youth in the fight against racism and discrimination

Racism is a bourgeois ideology that humiliates man. An ideology which, wherever it manifested itself, harmed 
human existence, human dignity. It is fueled mainly by social phenomena, such as economic inequality, poverty, 
unemployment and social instability, which plague humanity today. regardless of gender, race, color, language, 
religion and sexual orientation.

Various nationalist far-right groups are trying to consolidate the distorted perception that immigrants are the 
source of the problems of Cypriot workers. EDON condemns all expressions of racism and intolerance and we 
call on society to isolate these ideologies of hatred and racism, as they should have no place in our society.

As the Left, we consider it our duty to tackle racism by informing and raising public awareness of a human soci-
ety of equality, respect, social justice and solidarity. To point out the culprit who is none other than the capitalist 
system itself and its political representatives. To continue, even more intensely, the struggle on the side of the 
workers.

EDON considers that it is our duty to tackle racism, informing and sensitizing the public, demonstrating the real 
reasons that lead to such perceptions and behaviors. At the same time, we Cypriots must not forget that many 
of our compatriots were forced to emigrate, in order to create better living conditions for themselves and their 
families.

 That is why initiatives must be taken at all levels, such as:

• Strengthen anti-racism education programs in schools and in society at large.

• Promoting the integration of immigrants in Cypriot society and creating adequate infrastructure for the integra-
tion of immigrants and refugees.

• Strengthen anti-trafficking policies for sexual or labor exploitation and protect victims

• Effectively implement the law “On combating certain forms and manifestations of racism and xenophobia 
through criminal law”.

• Strengthen the Authority Against Racism and Discrimination for the decisive control of the implementation of 
the legislation and intervention in cases of its violation.
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LGBTQ + People

As EDON we note that the guarantee of human rights worldwide but much more, their continued defense and 
protection are linked to the struggle for a qualitatively superior society of equality, solidarity and real freedom. 
We will continue to fight against those policies that support or do not address human rights abuses. In modern 
conditions, the attitude of conservative circles is unacceptable, such as the Church, who treat LGBTQ + people as 
marginal and not as equals. For us, people are judged on the basis of their class position and conscience and not 
on the basis of their gender or sexual orientation.

The education system needs to cultivate a culture and acceptance of the choice of sexual orientation. A positive 
step is the institutionalization of the cohabitation agreement for same-sex and heterosexual couples. securing 
the right to legal recognition of gender identity and ending discrimination in childbearing and in vitro fertilization.

In addition, we consider it important that the state conducts campaigns to combat stereotypes and prejudices 
against LGBTQ + people. In this context, we are fighting to address discrimination against these individuals as well 
as to secure the right to legal recognition of gender identity.

People with disabilities

In modern societies there is a great deal of sensitivity to the rights of people with disabilities and the right of these 
people to live a dignified life is non-negotiable. In Cyprus, despite the progress that has been made, we have a long 
way to go to stop discrimination and create conditions for full integration of people with disabilities in all aspects 
of society.

As EDON, we believe that the recognition of the rights of people with disabilities and their equal treatment should 
not be left to pompous declarations and various documents, but should be put into practice by cultivating a mental-
ity and introducing supportive policies. Policies that treat people with disabilities as equal and equal to the rest of 
society. Such policies concern the termination of labor exploitation, promote the equal integration of persons with 
disabilities at work, enhance their necessary care but also ensure accessibility where it is needed as well as the 
provision of the necessary means. At the same time, the state must take into account the positions and ideas of 
the disabled and the respective organized bodies on issues that concern them.

xvi. Youth and Local Government

The institution of Local Government (LG) has always had a deep social character. It is an institution that strength-
ens democracy in decision-making in Municipalities and communities. However, today it is called upon to take 
on roles again, political, social, developmental and cultural, as the fragmentation of the LG, the heterogeneity in 
terms of responsibilities and resources between the Municipalities and Communities, led the LG to the devaluation 
and degradation of the institution . These make it difficult for LG to take initiatives and to deal with the basics, for 
the well-being of the residents of the area.

Young men and women have an essential role to play in L.G. Many of the issues that the LG must deal with concern 
them directly or even more generally issues that concern the improvement of the daily life of young people and 
not only.

The institution of the LG is in the sights of the Anastasiadis-DISY government, which aim at removing the au-
tonomy and political power from the LG, something that will increase the inequalities between the Municipalities 
and the Communities. In this way, the citizens and especially the young men and women will be removed from the 
life of LG with all that entails.

EDON is fighting for:

• Complete, modern and progressive reform of the TA to stop any attempt to degrade the institution. Redistribution 
of political and economic power between the central government and the LG for the benefit of the citizens.
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• Creation of infrastructure in the fields of culture, sports, social welfare, housing and revitalization of deprived 
areas.

• The Municipal Youth Councils to be upgraded and institutionalized. And LG together with ONEK to cooperate for 
the expansion of the institutions of the Multicenter Youth and the information centers for the youth.

• The development of programs that will target the vulnerable groups, the implementation of urban reconstruc-
tion for the protection and development of the environment.

• The creation of centers for the prevention and treatment of social problems.

• The free access of the youth to the infrastructures of the Municipalities and the Communities.

EDON will continue its effort to achieve the active participation of young people in local government processes. In 
addition to the institutions, we as EDON are called upon to develop action and supply at the local level.

xvii. Young Women

The social position of women has improved in recent decades and this is mainly due to the struggles of the wom-
en’s movement and the Popular Movement in general. Nevertheless, gender equality remains a vision and not 
a reality. Women, especially those of the popular strata, are subject to double exploitation because of patriarchy 
and capitalism and are called upon to fulfill multiple roles, within a system based on inequality and exploitation.

It is necessary to strengthen the women’s movement of POGO by strengthening it with our own forces and to 
highlight the class character of the women’s issue, to systematize this discussion between our executives and 
members, connecting it with the current problems of the young working woman and highlighting the parallel as 
a common struggle of men and women.

The neo-liberal policies of the Government and the EU , lead to setbacks the position of the woman. Unem-
ployment, inequality, forced resignations or dismissals due to pregnancy, gender segregation, violence against 
women, burden the female population and especially young women.

EDON sets the following goals:

• Equality in the workplace with measures to ensure equal pay, equal treatment and maternity protection.

• Increase maternity leave, implement a paid parental leave plan and improve paternity leave.

• Respect for women’s sexual and reproductive rights and implementation of new abortion legislation.

• Respect for the right of women to self-determination of their body and life.

• Recognition of the term feminicide and creation of social awareness around the issue.

• Combating all forms of violence against women, such as domestic violence, sexual harassment and trafficking.

• Increasing the participation of women in decision-making centers, without the logic of the quota, since it does 
not solve the social problem of discrimination against women.

• Cultivating a culture of equality in Education to combat sexist and anachronistic perceptions of the role of the 
sexes reproduced through institutions and the urban media.

• Extension of social policy to address poverty, social and labor exclusion of specific groups of women (eg single, 
unemployed, peasant women, immigrants, etc.)

• Enhance the provision of facilities to young mothers where and where needed, so as to facilitate their presence 
in the life and work of EDON.
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xviii. Youth and internet

The internet, like any scientific advancement, we believe should be put at the service of social needs. The possibili-
ties offered by the internet nowadays are enormous. In the current social context, they are normally used primar-
ily by the ruling class to manipulate the youth. The internet and the huge amount of information contained in this 
world wide web, for years has been an integral part of the daily lives of people, especially young people, and plays 
a key role in creating a mass culture and collective consciousness.

The repetitive and deliberate choice of retransmitting information, mainly on social media, pushes a very large 
part of society to indiscriminately adopt any report it finds on the internet as valid. The majority of users are una-
ware of the risks involved in the misuse of the internet, while the violation of personal data is a fact, which mainly 
serves the commercial profitability of multinational companies. The collection of personal data leads to an online 
dossier further revealing the political and other opinions of the users.

The safe use of the internet can provide information and knowledge, which with today’s data takes a long time to 
find. That is why as EDON we believe that our educational system is extremely important to provide the necessary 
knowledge to young people to use the internet safely. At the same time, we demand the free and free access of all 
young people to the internet. In recent years, the internet, mainly through social media, has acquired a significant 
role in the mass expression of political and social demands, in the organization of mobilizations and in the promo-
tion of political positions. Also, all the fields of struggle, political escalation and controversy that are observed in 
society, are largely reflected on the internet. In fact, sometimes the political struggle nowadays is fed and interacts, 
first through the internet and then in traditional fields of political ferment, making it a new, useful and necessary 
battlefield.

Considering the role that the internet plays in the daily life of the new generation in recent years, as EDON we fo-
cused on upgrading our intervention. The dissemination of publications, promotion of positions and action of EDON 
through the internet, contributes significantly to the influence of the Organization to the broad masses of the youth 
and for this reason it must be constantly upgraded. Despite the importance of our intervention as EDON on the 
internet, in no case can and should it replace the live personal contact with the youth, nor should it lead us to the 
introversion and isolation of the digital world. Personal contact with the common man remains the most important 
and effective form of political action and contact.
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i. The Icon of the EDONite Building

The basis of the whole edon building is the Local Organization (LO), which develops action in the community, in 
the neighborhood, in the school, the schools and the Universities. A local mass organization, which operates and 
develops activity in various directions, can as much as anyone else embrace and be embraced by young people, 
to channel very effectively the mood of the youth for collective participation and action. Consequently, the constant 
goal of EDON is the systematic operation of the Local Organizations (LO) and the mass participation of the mem-
bers of the Organization in the life and action of the LO.

The orderly and systematic operation of the Local Organizations remains a key challenge for the operation of the 
EDONite Building. Unfortunately today, the LOs that operate in a systematic way are the minority. In most LOs, we 
face problems of satisfactory participation, defining a plan of activities and meeting organizational goals that are 
set. The Local Committees, where and where they are elected, meet in parts and do not play an essential role. The 
limited involvement of individuals in daily work and organizational tasks is evident, at the same time that the bar 
of our actions and interventions remains very high.

The inability to develop a consistently decentralized contact with our members, the lack of a consistent content of 
action at the local level as well as the disconnection of young people from the local community in general - as a 
result of new economic, social and political data - contribute to the inactivation of L.O.

The goal that was reaffirmed at the 19th Congress for organizational reorganization and massification remains 
the question. At the level of members in the last three years there is a small upward trend, mainly as a result of 
the reconnection of more members in the Department of Young Employees. The percentage composition of the 
Departments on the total number of EDON members is as follows: the members of the Student Department con-
tinued to decrease from 26.4% to 22.7%. The members of the Department of Young Employees have increased from 
33.4% to 39.5%. In the Student Department the members of EDON decreased from 35.9% to 34%. EDON members’ 
soldiers have dropped from 4.4% to 3.7%.

The continuing reduction of our members in both the High School Student and the University Student Department 
remains a serious challenge, something that has been repeated in the last three years.

In a respectable number of members (about 20%), we are unable to return to connect them to the Organization 
for the 2nd year. The percentage of members who do not wish to reconnect with the Organization is at 7% (15% at 
the 19th Pancyprian Congress), while the number of new members has increased to 18% from 16% at the previous 
conference.

Despite the difficulties and weaknesses of our organizational work, it is a significant success to stop the down-
ward trend in absolute numbers of members that occurred in previous years. The stabilization of the numbers of 
our Organization, allows us to look to the future with more optimism as it became an important step.
Perspective and difficulties in the operation of L.O.

The shielding of L.O. and their massification, is a necessary condition for the overall upgrade and strengthening 
of EDON as a whole. After all, it is in the local organization and at the level of its operation that EDON supports its 
stable and systematic action, the realization of its goals and the utilization of the offer of an increasing number of 
its members. The continuous pursuit, therefore, of the smooth operation of our local organizations is of particular 
importance.
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But where are the difficulties and the main weaknesses in the operation of local organizations?

• The participation of a small group of executives, in relation to the number of our members. The non-mass 
participation in the action and the activity of the L.O., leads to the concentration of the tasks in a small portion of 
individuals, while at the same time it does not contribute to the development of action by the L.O.

• The impossibility of implementing a plan of activities that gives content to the work of LOs, to address and re-
spond to the multiple interests and needs of young people.

• The procrastination, the monothematicity, the selectivity and sometimes the indifference regarding the imple-
mentation of the tasks and the objectives of the L.O.

• The impossibility of systematic and purposeful implementation of the annual plan and our basic political aspira-
tions. The current daily life and the continuous electoral contests often hinder the realization of our goals.

• The non-systematic inclusion of educational work in the action of LOs, something that contributes to the educa-
tion of our members and consequently to the awareness of the role of the member of EDON.

• In the irregular convergence of meetings, in the absence of control, correct and complete guidance, as well as 
in the under-functioning of the Provincial Departments of the Organization.

• In the untimely connection of the graduates in the LOs, but also in the resignation from the effort of involvement 
or re-involvement of members in the life and the action of the Organization.

• The lack of initiative by local executives.

The correct operation of L.O. presupposes mass participation, which is achieved through systematic work, proper 
guidance and systematic control. In this regard:

We should seek the greatest possible decentralization of the charges of the leaders of the L.O. to the extent that it 
will allow us to do the necessary and systematic control of our work.

The governing bodies of the Organization should include executives with political and organizational capabilities, 
capable of consistently and decisively guiding the LOs. The correct and timely organizational preparation of the 
Central and Provincial bodies is deemed necessary.

The annual General Assemblies must discuss and approve a rich and multi-level action plan, which is able to 
mobilize both the members of L.O. as well as the young people of the area, the school, the place of study.

The L.O. of EDON should be an integral part of political and cultural activity in the local community. This is ensured 
through the pursuit of systematic cooperation with AKEL, the association and the other organizations of the Popu-
lar Movement at the local level.

The local committee that directs the action of the local organization from General Assembly to General Assembly, 
should meet regularly and take care of the implementation of the action plan, according to the schedule and the 
distribution of responsibilities, so as to expand the involvement of Edon members at work.

The continuous and timely information of all EDON members about the activities and positions of EDON, is an 
important factor of influence of EDON to its members. Special emphasis should be given to the participation of 
members in the sessions of the Local Organization.

Quality guidance for creative activity

The role of EDON’s governing bodies in the implementation of the goals and the smooth operation of the Organiza-
tion is crucial, which is why they should always keep in touch with the base. The governing bodies, in order to be 
able to guide the work of the Organization that is developing at all levels and in different directions, need:
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To listen to the pulse of the youth, the topicality of its problems, searches and reflections, so that a proper evalu-
ation of the goals and the action undertaken by the Organization is made.

To have creative and regular control over the work of local organizations, without substituting local committees, 
to help specifically and to contribute to their activity.

The members of the governing bodies should all be involved in the guidance. It should be noted that the mem-
bers of the governing bodies not only exhaust their role and responsibility in their presence in the meetings of 
the bodies, but also their participation in the promotion and implementation of decisions, in the guidance of local 
organizations, as well as in the taking initiatives always in coordination.

The members of the governing bodies must be at the forefront of all political and organizational struggles, but 
they must - at the same time - with the power of example, have a positive effect on upgrading the voluntary con-
tribution of executives and members.

The Auxiliary Offices of the Central Council (CC) and the Provincial Councils (PC) play an important role for the 
activities and efficiency of the Organization. The role of the Auxiliary Offices of the Central Council has been greatly 
upgraded, although there is still much room for improvement. The District Auxiliary Offices need to be upgraded 
accordingly and operate even more efficiently, contributing to the wider work of the Organization.

Promotion of executives

The promotion and education of executives is a key and very important issue for the Organization, which should 
not be neglected for a moment. The nature and character of EDON requires frequent renewal, so it is necessary in 
the long run to plan the renewal and reinforcement with new executives of the governing bodies, as well as of the 
local organizations. The involvement of young people in the daily activities of the Organization and the fermenta-
tion in the field of struggle for claiming solutions to problems, are preconditions for the creation of the objective 
basis on which we can base the policy of promotion of executives.

The promotion of executives requires the assignment of tasks and the encouragement to take initiatives. For the 
better utilization of the executives that are formed through the daily work, it is necessary to strengthen the ties 
and the organizational relationship of the L.O. of the High School Students, the University Students and the New 
Employees, so that in the transfer from one department to another we do not have losses of forces. The organiza-
tion in the context of its daily activities must also intensify the effort to guide and promote women executives and 
their greater participation in the governing bodies of the organization. It is also important to keep in touch with the 
Edon members who are serving in the army, so that they are not completely cut off from the life and work of the 
Organization. In addition, the Organization needs to take care of the continuous improvement of the educational 
and political level of each executive, both before and after their promotion to the governing bodies.

ii. The Importance of EDON Member Status

The philosophy of the mass political character of the Organization, was and remains the main starting point in 
the approach of all the issues that we are called to face. In the first and main task which is the timely registration 
/ connection of members (Organizational Excursion), our political direction emphasizes that the registration of 
someone in the Organization is the first step of awareness in which we build for the further involvement and ac-
tion of each member in life and in the daily life of the Organization.

The registration of a young person in EDON is a political act first of all. It is the energy that connects a young man 
/ woman with the political youth organization of the Left, EDON. Being a member of EDON is not a simple or for-
mal matter and we should attach due importance, explaining and clarifying to everyone we approach to become 
a member their responsibilities and rights, discussing and enlightening them about their character, ideology and 
action of EDON.
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The above approach responds both to the elitism that is occasionally found, in relation to the registration of mem-
bers, and to the sloppiness that is sometimes identified without the slightest discussion about the principles and 
values that the Organization advocates. The first approach ignores the massive character of the Organization while 
the second completely displaces the quality part of the Organizing Excursion.

The success of our organizational outing at the beginning of the academic year is the basis for fulfilling our goals 
for the rest of the year. Organization without members is not possible. Especially when it comes to an Organization 
with the character of EDON, whose massiveness, its support at its base, the involvement of each member in the 
work and the ability to reach the latest news, is primarily an ideological choice.

iii. Pancyprian Young Pioneers Movement

The Pancyprian Young Pioneers Movement (PKE) is active throughout Cyprus and its action is based on the opera-
tion of the Local Movements (L.M.), but also on central and provincial activities. Aimed at children aged 6-13 years, 
with more response to primary school children. Our contact with high school children is limited, mainly due to 
the age gap, their different priorities and interests, something that can hardly cover the movement in the way it 
works today.

The two main organizational axes of the movement are: finding volunteers who have the ability to operate L.M.. 
and finding children from the local community. Despite the many weaknesses in the strengthening  of the LMs, 
the department remains the most creative in the ideas and work it produces. Through the multifaceted action of 
the Movement, a systematic effort is made so that children learn to express their views and ideas creatively, to 
use their free time creatively, to develop their personality in all aspects, through collective work, contributing to in 
this way they develop into critical people and are educated on the basis of the universal values of peace, freedom, 
solidarity and social justice.

Our participation in bodies such as the PSEPEP (Pancyprian Coordinating Committee for the Protection and Wel-
fare of the Child), the EEPP (District Committees) and the EDEF (National Network Against Poverty) is particularly 
important. It allows us to keep in touch with developments at national and European level, but also to promote our 
positions more widely.
During the pandemic, the department, due to the objective conditions, encountered a problem in the implementa-
tion of its planning, perhaps to the greatest extent of all the departments. We must recover quickly and methodi-
cally.

EDON’s goals in the Children’s Movement:

• Continuation of the effort to form LM

• Complete plan with mass actions of the Movement, in collaboration with the Popular Movement (Connection 
cards to members of organizations, connection with bands, etc.).

• Cooperation with LOs. of EDON and with the wider Popular Movement for finding leaders and children.

• Utilization of people with experience in pedagogical issues.

• Make an effort to involve high school children, but also parents through targeted activities.

• The participation of our Organization in the various bodies for children at the Pancyprian Level should maintain 
the strengthened presence of our Organization and exercise control over our presence.

iv. The Student Department of EDON

The school was and is the pre-eminent place for ideological-political confrontation and interaction on various is-
sues. This is the dominant element in the daily life of the student youth, despite the depoliticization that exists in 
society in general.
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The creation of the Pancyprian Unified Student Organization (PEOM) in 1955, the student trade union movement of 
the left and its action in schools, as well as the operation of students T.O. deemed necessary. On the one hand, in 
order to have an understanding of the environment in which the students live today in the school and on the other 
hand, to be able to organize students in the lines of EDON.

Through our action, reviewing the data and the conditions that surround us, we find the following:

• Going back to the educational reform and conservatism of the school.

• Increased depoliticization, devaluation and anti-partisanship. EDON, as the largest and most massive youth 
organization, is the first to face the reaction.

• Intense rise of the extreme right within the schools with the tolerance and coverage of the Ministry of Education.

• War on EDON executives by conservative and reactionary professors and principals.

• Intensity of pre-education and school obligations, due to the exam-oriented character of the school.

• Presence of new reactionary student organizations presented with an anti-party mask.

As an organization, we are called to face a number of other problems, such as the inability of executives to be 
involved in the guidance of TO students, the lack of contact and the cultivation of political consciousness in all our 
members. We also face a problem with the dissemination of the action and the positions of PEOM that concern 
the student youth and the schools.

Based on the above, the main directions of the Student Department are the following:

• Growth of our numbers

• Progressive orientation of the institutionalized bodies of representation of students (KMS, ESEM, PSEM)

• Identification of local problems and effective intervention to solve them.

• Development of extensive activity.

• Cultivation of class consciousness.

• Cultivation of self-education consciousness by improving the central planning in the content of our educational 
work.

• Strengthening the democratic rights of students and especially the right to trade unionism.

• Active participation in the anti-occupation struggle for a free, reunited and demilitarized Cyprus.

• Development of cooperation with progressive teachers and parents.

• Utilization of our expressive organs (Youth, Student Bastion) and the internet to promote our action.

• Strengthening our intervention in the children’s parliament

• More local activities with the involvement of people who do not belong to the lines of the organization.

• Provincial Organizations to place more emphasis on high schools and private schools.

• School sessions should continue to take place after the elections to highlight problems and intervene to solve 
them, but also to maintain contact with all students within the school.

• We claim modern and fully equipped schools.

• We demand reduction, modernization and adjustment of the curriculum.

Since the previous conference, a significant effort has been made to be active in high schools and to a lesser 
extent in private schools. The effort to intensify our political education work continued. There was a significant 
upgrade in the promotion of our action.
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The Student Department is a priority for our Organization. EDON members are our voice within schools, but most 
importantly they are the future of the Organization. Finally, the constant goal of the Student Department is the 
growth of the Department, but also the creation of conditions for political and organizational responsibilities to be 
taken by our members in schools.

v. The University Students Department of EDON

The creation of the University Student Department of EDON in 1992 and the operation of Local Organizations at the 
base of the study area, was a necessary circumstance, due to the rapid development of Higher Education and the 
continuous increase in the number of students. Remains the largest Provincial Organization of EDON, with L.Ο. in 
Cyprus, Greece, England and other European countries.

It continues to play a decisive role in the developments concerning the student movement, in very negative socio-
economic data for students, as a result of the policies of the Government Anastasiadis - DISY.

It remains the consistent force of claiming the organized student movement, through our broad trade union ex-
pression, the Progressive Student Movement founded in 1974. The Progressive engages thousands of people 
through its diverse political and cultural activity.

Our political intervention continues in the direction of:

• Serving the interests of male and female students, especially the popular strata, as well as educating them with 
the ideals of the Left and socialism. The connection with EDON and the Popular Movement is the means to achieve 
this goal.

• Consolidation of the Left faction in the student spaces, in the consciences of the young people of the Left but also 
of the wider progressive and democratic space.
The current new socio-economic data raise very difficult obstacles for us, such as:

• Many students work in parallel with their studies. At the same time, the phenomenon of people leaving their 
studies or going directly into production is on the rise.

• Many students are taken to colleges and places of study in Europe, where due to distances and the absence of 
primary institutions, our levels of organization are very limited.

• The war that Proodeftiki accepts from the university authorities and the reactivity of the content of education that 
reproduces the dominant ideology.

The smooth operation of all LOs remains in demand, as in most there is a decline at all levels and the phenom-
enon of understaffing is strongly presented, especially after about a year that the universities were closed. The 
organizational gaps in several LOs, in combination with the constant requirements arising from the continuous 
and year-round electoral processes, lead to the concentration of our work.

One of the biggest challenges that the Student Department has in front of it, is the ideological and political educa-
tion of its members, as well as the mass promotion of new executives. The participation of the student executives 
in the action of the Organization and the Popular movement in general has improved, while the inability of the 
graduates to connect with the Department of Young Employees continues.

Regarding the role we should play in places of study, we should continue our efforts to:

• Strong intervention in the Student Unions and in POFEN, aiming at their progressive and assertive orientation. 
Primarily a reversal of the autonomy of the Protoporia in POFEN.

• Strengthening the contact we maintain with all students, through our broad expression.
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• Further development of multifaceted cultural activity (sports, dance, theater, etc.).

• Development of initiatives at the level of Local Organizations for issues that affect students of specific fields 
of study.

vi. The Department of New Employees

The Department of New Employees was created in 2010 with the main objectives:

• the growth of Young Employees in the life and action of EDON

• the establishment of a larger number of L.O. New Employees

• specialization in problems concerning New Employees

Since the previous conference, the Department has been staffed exclusively with volunteer provincial managers 
and with a volunteer central manager for the last year and a half, which affects the ability of the Department to 
take initiatives and actions.

The Department is the largest Department of EDON and has approached the highest number of members since 
its founding. There are about 25 L.O. of New Employees -they have stabilized numerically-. Mostly L.O. are clus-
tered, which creates very large numbers L.O., raising serious problems in the mobilization of our members and 
in the unfolding of action at the local level.

The leaderships of L.O. New Employees hardly play the role they should while there is less involvement of New 
Employees in the daily life and action of EDON, mainly due to their working conditions, but also their increased 
involvement in Party life and action.

The frequency of sessions of L.O. is low and members’ participation in them is limited. The L.O. New Employ-
ees should become places of fermentation, education, educational and ideological work, places of highlighting 
problems faced by the youth and a springboard for struggles and demands for young people.

At the same time, the Department must, in the new conditions that are being formed, function as a place of ideo-
logical, political and organizational education as well as a substantial connection of its members with the Party 
and the organizations of the Popular Movement. In this direction, together with the Party and its organizations, 
a specific plan of political and organizational content should be put forward that will strengthen this function.

The main activity of the Department remains the established campaign that takes place once a year and deals 
mainly with the problems, rights, and demands of young employees, women and men. Other issues are also in 
the spotlight, such as the excursions to the MIEEK, the intervention in the Municipal Youth Councils, the thematic 
discussions, the local initiatives, but nevertheless they are fragmentary and without much impact. The center of 
gravity of the operation of the Department remains in the organizational part.

The connection of the graduates of the Student with the Department of New Employees is still facing problems 
while the fact that we are unable to include in the Organization a very significant portion of the youth that from 
the school enters directly into the labor market.

For the most effective work of the Department we suggest:

• Maintaining and creating (where needed) L.O. as well as restriction of complexes

• Inclusion of the portion of young people who do not study, and from school goes to the labor market.

• Meetings with the graduates of the Student (see Student Conference)

• Creation of alumni committees in each field of study.

CHAPTER 4
EDON

Theses of the Central Council of  EDON 
for the 20th Pancyprian Congress



41

• Cooperation with the associations and the Party Base Groups (KOV) for the co-organization of events in various 
area.

• Contact with young people migrating abroad

• Substantial activation of the Local Committees.

• Holding open meetings in clubs.

• Determination of constants in frequency of LO meetings.

• Cooperation with PEO at political and organizational level.

• Development of contact with new employees, on the basis of their professional sector

• Contact with the students of the Public Higher Vocational Education and Training Schools

• Obtaining statistics from the Members Register

• Dealing with the Local Government and the Municipal Youth Councils and with issues that concern the local 
community.

• Carrying out more campaigns and information events in places where young people meet.

vii. Festival Movement - Pancyprian Festival of Youth and Students

The Festival Movement is one of the top moments of expression of the cultural, but also political intervention of 
EDON in the social events. EDON Festivals have been established in the consciousness of young people and our 
people as an event, full of humanity and dignity. It is an institution that is nourished and maintains its dynamics by 
the universal visions, values and ideals that inspire and guide EDON. They are a powerful counter-attack mecha-
nism against the mass subculture, which is transformed into practice through volunteering, which is a way of 
life for EDON. Since 2011, the Festival is organized on an annual basis, which is considered a complete success, 
while at the same time contributing catalytically to our action. The pandemic and the restrictive measures of the 
government did not allow us to hold a Festival in 2020 while in 2021 a differentiated Festival of special conditions 
was organized.

EDON should constantly make efforts for the quality upgrade of the Festivals and the activities that precede it, 
while giving young people space to create, produce culture and express themselves politically through our Fes-
tival.

viii. Our wide activity

For our Organization, a key pillar of our action is the development of broad activities in the fields of culture, sports, 
entertainment, youth and other wider social issues, which offer alternative forms, creation and quality employ-
ment, while meeting the daily needs of young people. It is through such activities and initiatives that we can com-
municate en masse with the broad strata of our youth. We perceive these activities as another means where we 
can influence the political - social - ideological development of young people.

In order for broad activity to continue to be a driving force of our mass, we need to pursue the following:

• Proper staffing and systematic operation of the Central Auxiliary Offices so that we achieve the best possible 
guidance of the Organization. Through the Auxiliary Offices the wide participation of young people in the life and 
action of the Organization must be promoted.

• The L.O. of EDON needs to compile a local plan of activities, to develop multilevel action and to highlight issues 
of the local community in various and innovative ways.

• Cooperation, dialogue and exploitation of people of culture, sports, sciences, etc.

• Holding competitions (poster, poetry, music, theater, etc.).
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• Institutionalizing youth awards so that motivation and encouragement is the engagement with the subject that 
interests them.

• To give a step of expression, participation and creation to young people, through the creation of cultural and 
sports ensembles as well as the organization of cultural events, thematic exhibitions, workshops, sports activi-
ties, etc.
• Participation in mass events of various institutions and bodies, where we are given the opportunity to promote 
our views in an alternative way.

• Encouraging and guiding our members to participate and develop initiatives in social movements or areas of 
intervention, advocacy and policy making that are the result of modern social needs.

• Development of a timeless and reciprocal relationship, but also joint activities that are in line with the character 
of EDON with associations, associations, organizations of the Popular Movement, scientific associations, mass 
organizations, public benefit organizations, with the Local Government, with Semi-Organizational or State.

• Carrying out information campaigns related to wider social issues as well as campaigns through which vulner-
able groups of the population actually benefit.

• Promoting the creation of more infrastructure where it does not exist, so that broad-based activities can take 
place.

ix. The Associations of the Popular Movement

The Associations of the Popular Movement have been for decades a beacon of cultural, educational, sports, but 
also political activity and intervention. Today, their activity is showing a serious decline and in many cases they 
are limited to their operation as cafes. The infrastructure and the way our associations operate cannot attract the 
youth, something that perpetuates the absence of the youth from our associations. This removes from EDON an 
important means of intervening in the consciousness of young people and children. Utilizing any youth leisure 
finds an answer to the many other options, such as the cafes or the youth hangout of its area. Where special 
areas for youth have been set up and cultural clubs or sports activities operate, there is youth involvement, but 
unfortunately there are not many examples.

Associations are a key means of contact between the popular movement and local communities. EDON is called 
upon to contribute in every possible way to this direction. To seek:

• Building the cooperation of L.O. of EDON with the committees of the local Associations and involvement of more 
executives of EDON in their life and action.

• Development of joint activities with the L.O. of EDON, where and where needed.

• Participation of young people in the committees of the associations.

• The local association to remain a basic part of our political activity (eg Sessions, Assemblies, Young Pioneers 
Meetings, band rehearsals, Discussions, etc.).

• Modernization and creation of the appropriate infrastructure in our clubs (eg modern cafeteria, wireless inter-
net connection, computers, footballs, board games, etc.) so that they can be used by young people and children 
in their free time.

• Establishment of cultural and sports teams, clubs and workshops.

• Organization of political and artistic events, sports tournaments, festivals, discussions, lectures, blood dona-
tions, cleaning and creation of green spaces and more.

• Encourage young people and pursue the management of clubs.

• Creation of a central body with the participation of all the organizations of the popular movement in order to 
monitor and guide the action of our associations.
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x. The Educational - Ideological Work in EDON

The reproduction of the dominant ideology and the coordinated effort of de-ideology is evident in Cyprus as well. 
Especially today, when the capitalist superstructure systematically cultivates discrediting, anti-partisanship, depo-
liticization and convenience among the new generation, where fragmentary information is cultivated and educa-
tion at all levels has a neoliberal content, the need for work is even more ideological.

The educational - ideological work and the education of our members, with the ideals of the Left and socialism, re-
mains a key priority of EDON. The continuous strengthening of the educational work, enhances the effectiveness of 
the political activity and intervention of our members in the society and strengthens their resistance to phenomena 
such as factorism, egoism and opportunism.

The field of educational work is the first to be “sacrificed” in the pressure of everyday life. The need for educational 
work should not depend on the existence or not of free time, but on the contrary should be an integral part of the 
daily life and planning of the Organization.

Self-education, as a complement to the educational work of the Organization, is a key lever of the ideological train-
ing of every EDON member. With self-education and the raising of the ideological level, each member of EDON is 
more capable of resisting the ideological attacks of the ruling class. Ideological work acquires meaning only when 
it is transferred from theory to practice, serving the organizational and political work of the Organization.
An integral part of the educational - ideological work of the executives, is the utilization and study of “Haravgi” and 
“Youth”, for the cultivation of a global perception of the current developments in Cyprus and internationally, as well 
as in the realization of its priorities and goals. Popular Movement. We need to adapt more, our educational work to 
current events, in order to make it more vivid and understandable. At the same time, the study of the “New Demo-
crat”, Marxist books, is the basis for the comprehensive ideological and political education, mainly the conquest of 
the basic principles of Marxist-Leninist philosophy and thought.

The efforts from the 19th Congress until today, were first and foremost intertwined with the content of our action 
(Festivals, camps, cultural events, marches, etc.), as the friction of the members with the content of the action 
of the Organization, leads to the decisive configuration of their consciousness. The main responsibility lies with 
the Central Education Office with the respective District Offices, to specialize their work based on age, space and 
timeliness, around our ideology, positions and policies of the Organization.

In this context, through an annual plan, the annual Pancyprian Executive Seminar was held, lectures and educa-
tional seminars at local and provincial level. A Pancyprian Party School (A ‘and B’ cycle) was held for the members 
of the C.C. of EDON. He regularly published textbooks, sent notes and educational material to members of the body 
and published the textbook “Truths and Lies about modern Cypriot history”. The EDON bookstore operated in every 
activity, with the aim of deepening the mentality for the value of the book and self-education.

Despite the difficult conditions that prevail, the effort for seminars - lectures at local, provincial and pan-Cypriot 
level, for the establishment of the Pancyprian Party School for members of the corps, the issuance of short notes 
on current issues, simplified publications (history) Movement, the modern Cypriot history, the Marxist-Leninist 
Ideology etc.), enrichment of the lending library of KS. of EDON, continuation of self-education competitions at 
provincial level and effort to restore the pan-Cypriot self-education competitions.

xi. EDON International Relations

Internationalism is one of the basic ideological principles of EDON and an integral part of our action. International 
solidarity and internationalism are two of the most important means of resistance of the communist, anti-imperi-
alist, left-wing progressive movement.
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Our Organization focuses its action on an international level around two basis. The first is the internationaliza-
tion of the Cyprus problem on the basis of our own analysis and the emergence of the struggle of our people for 
a peaceful and sustainable solution. The second basis concerns the part of international solidarity which stems 
from our ideological view that the Left must take the lead in the practical support of all peoples fighting for free-
dom, independence, social justice, progress and socialism.

The main field of EDON’s international action is the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY). The Federa-
tion is currently the only major and massive international anti-imperialist militant organization at the youth level, 
with more than 150 organizations with millions of members worldwide. WFDY has managed to recover to a great 
extent, after the problems (political and organizational) that arose in the ‘90s, and to develop a multifaceted and 
effective action, without this meaning that there is not much room for improvement and problems that need to 
be addressed. The direction promoted by the Organization proposes the necessity of the unity of the left, com-
munist and wider progressive youth organizations. Unity based on maintaining the anti-imperialist character of 
the PODN and our common struggle.

Today, the WFDY has a duty to further strengthen in all areas, to strengthen the unwavering and consistent politi-
cal line of the broad anti-imperialist struggle and the coordination of action among its member organizations. The 
shielding of the Federation against tendencies that seek the ideological detachment of its struggle is as important 
as the rejection of its substitution tendency by other formations.

The election of EDON to the presidency of WFDY since 2011 unanimously, its re-election in 2015, but also the 
dimensions and character of the 20th Assembly held in December 2019 in Cyprus, confirmed the appreciation 
that the Organization enjoys from the whole of communist and leftist organizations and the youth anti-imperialist 
movement. The 20th Assembly of the WFDY was a historic milestone in the history of EDON International Rela-
tions, as well as in the history of the Federation. In parallel with its presence in the WFDY, EDON should continue 
to participate in the Meetings of the European Communist Youth (SEKON) and consider taking on a more leading 
role.

An area of particular importance is the development and strengthening of our relations with sisters or other or-
ganizations in each region, with the aim of both better informing each other about developments and imperialist 
plans in each region, and about the most effective and immediate implementation of policies and activities.

In the matter of participation, understanding and promotion of our internationalist action within the Organization, 
steps have been made, but there is much room for improvement. The bodies of the Organization must be regu-
larly informed about international issues and at the same time an effort must be made to extend our action to 
the wider Cypriot youth. We also need to develop an even more active and supportive role in organizations within 
Cyprus, which are active in international affairs.

xii. The Expressive Instrument of EDON: the Newspaper “NEOΛAIA”

For the organizations of our character, their expressive organ has an important place, which in EDON has the role 
of the newspaper “Youth” (“NEOΛAIA “). You call on it to provide quality information to young people, to convey the 
orders and priorities of our organizations and the People ‘s Movement in general, to transmit the history of the 
People’ s Movement and the World Communist Movement and to educate the youth in the use of Marxists ideo-
logical tools. We must say that “ Youth “ remains the only youth publication that is published on a regular basis 
and can address and express the concerns, concerns, visions of the young people of Cyprus.

The frequency of publication and the form of “ Youth “ remain constant, within the financial capabilities of the 
organization, for quite some time. Its topics are quite rich and include current issues, articles of ideological and 
educational content, events and activities of the organization, analysis of political positions of the organization and 
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the Popular Movement while also containing pages of entertainment content.

“ Youth “ is published every first Sunday of the month with Haravgi and then with a contribution of 1 euro, as well as 
it is sent to the subscribers electronically and by post. The number of subscribers has increased in recent years, 
mainly due to the connection with the organizational excursion, but there is room for considerable improvement.

The challenges that you call “ Youth “ to face today are:

• The readability of “Youth remains quite low. The main reasons for this are the constant preoccupation of young 
people with the internet for information and entertainment purposes and the consequent increasing shift of most 
of the media to an online form, resulting in the “N” form appearing to be foreign. to the wider youth but also to a 
portion of the executives of the organization.

• The tendency of young people, to some extent, to dislike reading.

• The serious reduction of the importance of the “Youth” and the party press to a significant portion of members

• The subscriber registration process needs to be further upgraded.

• Excursions mainly at the local level and schools but also at universities are at very low levels and not on a sys-
tematic basis.

We must keep in mind that the coronavirus crisis has affected the “N” at almost all levels, especially in the excur-
sions that could not actually take place.

The main goals of the “N” that must be set in terms of the conditions we are going through, is on the one hand the 
cultivation and strengthening of the study culture of our expressive organ by the members of the organization in 
order to inform and educate them and on the other hand the effort to spread it to the masses of youth.

In order to be able to achieve the above goals, discussions should be held on the role of the “Youth” and the 
party press in general at local, regional and central level. To make more frequent excursions of “ Youth” in youth 
hangouts, universities and neighborhoods. To make the dissemination of “ Youth “ as well as the effort to register 
subscribers a central task in the provincial organizations. In addition, the connection of the subscribers with the 
organizational excursion should be continued and strengthened. Application of rivalry in the work concerning “ 
Youth “, in the writing, in the dissemination between Provincial Organizations and among the subscribers. In the 
context of upgrading the presence of the youth newspaper on the internet, let us consider the possibility of creating 
a separate website.

New members should be constantly involved in the articles, with the aim of educating them. Content needs to be 
constantly upgraded and enriched to make it more engaging in both form and content.

xiii. The camp of EDON

The operation of the EDON camp is one of the most important activities for two large sections of the Organization, 
the Student Department and the Young Pioneers Movement. Every year we must lay the foundations, so that the 
camp contributes decisively to the ideological and political training of our students, to the creation of sensitivities 
and consciousness in young pioneers, to the strengthening of the bonds of EDON members among themselves, 
but also the bonds of the members with the Organization. At the same time, the camp should continue to offer 
the opportunity to young pioneers, EDON members to use their free time creatively and productively, coming in 
contact with wider cultural and sports activities. The pandemic has negatively affected the camping system over 
the last two years with the reduced number of campers we were forced to implement due to health protocols. In 
2021 we stopped the camps in the middle due to the decisions of the government. The possibility of participating in 
the camps of EDON, our compatriots of Turkish Cypriots of all ages as campers and not only as visitors, should be 
explored. At the same time, the camp area is worth considering how it can be used at other times during the year.
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As part of EDON’s international action, the Pancyprian Young Pioneers Movement has been organizing an inter-
national camp for the last several years. The international camp contributes to the education of the Young Pio-
neers with the ideals of internationalism, international solidarity and the common struggle with comrades from 
all over the world.

The intensity of the competition we are called to face with other camps is great. Even though the other camps are 
much more expensive, they still attract hundreds of children because they excel in the quality of infrastructure. 
Now the only way is to find resources and ways to implement the decision of the Organization for the construction 
of a new, modern camp, although for some years we found ourselves at a dead end due to the financial crisis.

xiv. The institution of EDON Band

The institution of EDON Band continues to operate successfully to this day, attracting many young people from 
the local community. The EDON band presented additional problems in its operation due to the objective condi-
tions created by the pandemic. Despite the many financial obstacles we face in terms of their maintenance and 
modernization, EDON is called upon to intensify the contact and upgrade its mode of operation by making every 
effort in cooperation with the local clubs in order to continue the institution of the band in each village and district. 
In addition, the main goals of EDON for the improvement of the institution of the EDON Band, must be the growth 
and the ideological and political work within it.
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